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‘Ofsted for 
parishes’ call 



PARISHES should have regu- 
lar ‘Ofsted style’ inspections 
in a proposal put forward by 
the new Bishop of Reading. 

The Rt Revd Stephen 
Cottrell made the call in 
response to a national review 
on changes to the terms under 
which clergy are employed. 

The document suggests 
abolishing fixed term appoint- 
ments, which lead to vicars 
suffering job insecurity, and 
creating a new structure to 
allow clergy to remain in post 
until they retire. Around 3,500 
vicars are currently appointed 
on a fixed term basis. 

Under the new system, to be 
called ‘common tenure’, vicars 
could only be removed on 
grounds of discipline or 
redundancy. New procedures 
would be set up to appraise 
and weed out failing clergy 
based on the ‘best secular 
models’, the report says. 

But Bishop Stephen said 
clergy shouldn’t be the only 
ones to be appraised. He said 
the ‘whole life of the church 
and parish’ should be evaluat- 
ed, not just the vicar. 

He said the report’s propos- 
als seemed ‘muddled and 
would be very bad for morale’ 



if it was carried out in its 
present form. 

‘We need an Ofsted for 
parishes - and I’m speaking as 
a school governor. I know all 
about Ofsted and I think we as 
a Church can do it better. The 
basic principle is a sound one 
and a good one,’ he told mem- 
bers of the Diocesan synod. 

His proposal would see 
entire parishes appraised at 
regular intervals, perhaps five 



'I'm speaking as a 
school governor, I know 
all about Ofsted, and I 
think we as a Church 
can do it better 7 

yearly. This review would not 
just include the vicar and 
churchwardens and the PCC, 
but the wider parish, includ- 
ing the head of the local 
school. 

Speaking afterwards. 
Bishop Stephen said that he 
could think of individual cases 
in his part of the Diocese 
where there were substantial 
problems - and fault for them 
is laid at the vicar’s door. 



‘The truth is, it may not be, 
or may not only be, the vicar 
who needs help but the entire 
parish. It needs to be evaluat- 
ed as a whole.’ 

He said the Diocese of 
Wakefield, where he had 
worked previously, was start- 
ing a ‘mission audit’ which 
was designed to work in just 
this way. Bishop Stephen took 
up his new post in Reading 
just two months ago. 

The synod was discussing 
its response to the national 
review, commissioned by the 
Archbishop’s Council. 

Other members of synod 
said the church should be pre- 
pared to embrace the best 
employment practices, though 
many expressed concern 
about copying these practices 
straight from the wider , secu- 
lar world. But Angie Paterson, 
curate and project director of 
Cutting Edge ministries, said: 
‘We should show we can deal 
with poor performance and 
failure with love, in a 
Christian way.’ 

Others said much work 
needed to be done to educate 
people about what they could, 
and couldn’t, realistically 
expect from their vicar. 
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News 



A quarter of a century of giving 

David Haylett retires from his post overseeing Christian giving in parishes - and looks back over 25 years of change 



I WONDER how many of you can 
remember what they were doing on 
June 1 1979? Unless you have a spe- 
cial reason, such as mine, it is unlike- 
ly. That was the day I started as a 
Stewardship Adviser in the Oxford 
Diocese. I have been planning to 
retire on the 25 anniversary of my 
appointment for several years, but 
now the time has actually arrived and 
it has become a reality! 

I had never intended to stay so 
long, but I have really enjoyed the 
job, the parishes of this Diocese are 
so diverse, even routine visits are dif- 



JEFFREY John tried to retract his 
resignation as the proposed Bishop 
of Reading, according to claims in a 
new book to be published later this 
month. 

The book ‘A Church at War: 
Anglicans and Homosexuality’ 
reveals that Canon John, who was 
forced to resign by Rowan Williams 
in the wake of fury in the Anglican 
Communion, tried to rescind his 
resignation when it emerged that 
former Archbishop George Carey 




Revd Jeffrey John photo Frank Blackwell 



ferent. It is the getting out of the Office 
into the parishes which makes the job 
so varied and interesting. 

There is the old, probably apoc- 
ryphal story, told of the Bishop visit- 
ing a parish and being introduced to 
old Joe who had been churchwarden 
for 40 years. ‘I imagine you have 
seen many changes in your time’, 
said the Bishop. ‘Yes’, replied Joe, 
somewhat fiercely, ‘and I have resis- 
ted every one of them.’ I would like to 
think that in my 25 years a 
Stewardship Adviser I have been the 
agent of some of the changes that have 



had ordained two celibate gay 
bishops. 

At that point his own resignation 
had not been made public. But, the 
book claims, when Canon John 
tried to get through to Rowan 
Williams he was blocked by senior 
press advisers at Lambeth Palace. 

The book, by the Guardian’s 
Religious Affairs correspondent 
Stephen Bates, covers in detail the 
events of last summer in the Oxford 
diocese and charts events from 
Canon John’s nomination as Bishop 
of Reading to his enforced 
withdrawal. 

He quotes at length both Bishop 
Richard and Philip Giddings, from 
Reading, who was on the 
appointments panel for the post but 
later became one of Canon John’s 
leading opponents. 

The book throws new light on 
the appointments process itself and 
confirms that Jeffrey John’s name 
was originally put forward to 
Bishop Richard by Downing Street. 



taken place. 

When I started, the diocesan budget 
ran at £2,902,000 now it is 
£17,720,000. 

In 1 979 the Church Commissioners 
contributed a huge 42% of the 
Diocesan income at £1,183,000 - 
today they contribute half that at 
£536,000 and it is only 3% of the 
budget! 

In 1979 parish shares totalled 
£773,000, making it 27% of the total 
income, now it is 77% of the income 
and totals £13,601,000. 

In 1979 there were some 530 



It also reveals that Bishop Richard 
spoke to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury twice to confirm that 
he would be willing to consecrate 
Canon John, a celibate 
homosexual, if he were chosen. The 
answer both times was yes. 

Also described is the painful 
meeting at Lambeth at which the 
Archbishop said Canon John would 
have to step down to preserve unity 
in the Church. Bishop Richard said 
that afterwards he felt ‘shell- 
shocked, angry... depressed, drained 
and disconsolate’. Canon John, 
who has since been made Dean of 
St Albans, similarly felt ‘battered, 
devastated and bewildered’. 

Both men received large amounts 
of hate mail during the period. 
According to the book, the wife of 
the vicar of Tidmarsh, where the 
Bishop of Reading resides, wrote to 
Canon John to say that, unlike his 
predecessors, he would not be 
allowed to park his car in the vic- 
arage drive. 



parochial clergy, now it is nearer 430. 

In 1979 the average tax-efficient 
donor gave £1 a week, now they give 
nearer £9. In all, quite some changes! 

After 25 years the break with 
Church House and my former col- 
leagues is not going to be complete. 
As some of you know I am now 
training which as an ordained local 
minister, so perhaps ‘retirement’ is 
not quite an accurate description of 
my future! 

Robin Brunner-Ellis has taken over 
from David as Christian Giving and 
Funding Adviser. 



Revd Richard Thomas, commu- 
nications director at Church 
House, said: ‘There is no shame 
about the pain of these events, 
whichever position one takes, and 
in order for healing to take place, 
we need to be honest about that 
pain. 

‘This account should not be 
taken as the definitive version. 
Because Bates seems only to have 
been allowed to tell those parts of 
the story that will not land the pub- 
lishers with a lawsuit, there are 
other factors that do not appear. 
This, in turn, skews the story and 
increases the apparent weight of 
criticism on the Archbishop.lt is the 
mark of a priest that nothing is dis- 
closed, even to one’s spouse, that 
has been done or told in confi- 
dence, and therefore I, and I sup- 
pose many others, will take aspects 
of this story untold to our graves.’ 

A Church at War by Stephen Bates 
(published I B Tauris £17.95) is pub- 
lished on July 8. To order a copy call 
01264 343029. 



Synod approves 
new share system 

New proposals to restructure the way 
parishes are billed by the Diocese have 
been approved, despite passionate 
objections in some quarters. 

The system for parish share has been 
redrawn to try and help deaneries - 
groups of parishes - pay for their own 
ministry costs. 

Currently the share level paid by 
deaneries is based on electoral roll and 
national income figures but the new 
system will take into account areas of 
deprivation and will also soften the 
impact on growing churches by not 
counting the most recent year's mem- 
bership figures. 

Growing churches had complained 
they were penalised by the old way of 
charging churches based on their 
membership. Under the new system, 
deaneries paying far more in than they 
take out in ministry costs will see a 
below average increase each year in 
their share bill. 

Those which don't cover even their 
basic ministry costs will see above 
average increases to lead them 
towards self-sufficiency. 

But some synod members were 
fiercely opposed to the new system. 

Jo Saunders, of Burnham and Slough 
deanery, said the system was based 
'purely on consumerism'. 'My parish 
spends 85% of its income on paying its 
parish share. I don't know how we will 
cope when the figure increases. ' 

Brian Newey, chair of the Diocesan 
Board of Finance, said that congrega- 
tions in the Diocese were not generous 
in giving in relation to their income. 

More work is now being done to help 
deaneries devise ways of passing on 
share fairly to individual parishes. 

Sight impaired people can now get a free 
audio version of The DOOR by contacting 
Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 



‘ Jeffrey John wanted to retract his 
resignation’ new book claims 
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ACE DENTURE CENTRE 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 
For appointments phone (24 hour) 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 
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Interview 



Cyber spirituality: running an Internet Church 



Alyson Leslie has taken on what is arguably one of the most 
exciting jobs in the Church of England at the moment; web pastor 
of the new i-church. Editor Rebecca Paveley conducted an email 
interview with her to discover her plans for ministry on the Internet 



In what way is i-church different from the Ship 
of Fools? (the virtual church project, which 
was launched this summer) 

I’m a lot more substantial than a virtual vicar - 
and probably a lot less animated! i-church is a 
real parish of real people who don't stop being 
members when they log out. 

How many people are interested in it? 

Around 700 people signed up for membership 
and another 1000 interested /inquirers or want- 
ing to be kept in touch. 

As the internet is international, does that mean 
anyone anywhere in the world can be a mem- 
ber of i-church? 

Yes - we have people from Brazil, Costa Rica, 
Vietnam, Taiwan , New Zealand and Broughty 
Ferry (a suburb of Dundee) 

What can you offer people that a parish 
church can’t? 

Access to services, inspirational material 24/7. 
The experience of connecting with Christians 
from widely different churchmanship and cul- 
tural settings as well as with Christians of simi- 
lar churchmanship and background. The 
opportunity to engage at a pace that is comfort- 
able to them. A sense of belonging - and 
belonging to a distinctively Anglican communi- 
ty - whatever their circumstances. Also, because 
we don't have to focus on fabric and buildings, 
we can hopefully concentrate more on the devo- 
tional life of the church and on exploring and 
implementing models of pastoral care. 

Could i-church eventually make parish church- 
es redundant? 

No - because church is not and never has been 
the buildings - it is the people. People will 
always want and need to come together in per- 
son to meet with each other and with God. And 
to share the sacramental life of the church. 

If it is a community, are there ‘rules’ to which 
people will have to agree? 

Luke 10:27 seems a good starting point. 
Where people feel they cannot yet honestly say 
they love God with their whole heart, we ask 
them to be open to starting or continuing a 
journey of faith towards God, to seek to know 
him as he has revealed himself in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, in his word, in the life of the people 
who have been and are his church. We will also 
ask people to be willing to pray for i-church 
and its members and to commit to deepening 
their prayer life. Everybody prays at some time. 
It's an area we can never stop growing in and 
learning about. 

St Benedict made a very long list of rules for 
his community to aspire to- I think the last 



seven are particularly good sense for any inter- 
actions within a community to be based on: 
Not to love strife; not to love pride; to honour 
the aged; to love the younger; to pray for one's 
enemies in the love of Christ; to make peace 
with an adversary before the setting of the sun 
and never to despair of God's mercy. 

Will members take different roles in i-church? 
Yes. There will be four main sectors for people 
to contribute to; the devotional life of the 
church, pastoral care, outreach and technical/ 
administrative support. We have set up a PCC 

- like a regular church. Some roles in i-church 
may be more significant than in regular church 

- eg our webmaster is a key person, as impor- 
tant as a warden in a regular church. Whereas 
we don't need many acolytes or sidesmen... 

How can you stop abuse of i-church, perhaps by 
people posing as members with the intention of 
disrupting the community? (aka Ship of Fools) 

I don't want to give away too much about our 
security systems! However, there will be ways 
of controlling access to different parts of i- 
church. The interactive parts will be restricted 
to members. The parts of which are open to all 
won't be interactive -ie allow one person 
online contact with another. To be a member a 
person has to disclose enough about themselves 
to be traceable and excludable! 

Is there a particular form of cyber spirituality? 

I think people can form very deep contacts very 
quickly on the Internet because there is an 
immediacy about this form of contact. You 
don't waste words, you tend to get to the heart 
of matters very quickly. However, at the end of 
the day the Internet is just a means of commu- 
nication - like the letters of the early church or 
radio. It is the message that is communicated- 
and the work of the Holy Spirit through it - 
that causes people to reach out to God and 
reveals him reaching out to them. 

What do you hope will come out of it? 

That everyone will appreciate and accept a lit- 
tle more fully how precious they are to God 
and how much he longs to engage with them. 
And through that engagement be transformed 
and equipped to serve him and the people 
whom he brings across their paths. 

Your job description says you are part-time, 
but the internet is 24/7 - how will you manage 
to meet people’s needs round the clock? 
Thankfully meeting need isn't part of my job 
description: it's part of God's. He is never off duty, 
i-church will launch on 30 July at St Mary the 
Virgin, Oxford with a Eucharist led by the 
Bishop of Dorchester, Rt Revd Colin Fletcher 



From the archives: curate and choirboy drown in floods 



THE floods in the neighbourhood of Oxford, 
consequent on the recent heavy rains, have not 
only caused much damage to crops, garden pro- 
duce, and the like, and in some cases endangered 
buildings, but have involved loss of human life. 
On the same day (Saturday, June 27) that the 
inquest was held on the body of one of the two 
undergraduates who had attempted to guide a 
canoe over the Swollen Thames between Oxford 
and Sandford, the Rev. E. T. Pinson, Curate of 
Cuddesdon Parish, and only recently appointed 
Hebrew Lecturer in Cuddesdon College, took a 
number of the choir-boys to the river Thame, 
and while bathing one of the boys, the son of the 



schoolmaster and organist, was carried away by 
the strong stream : the curate immediately swam 
to his assistance, and though Mr. Pinson was a 
good swimmer both he and the boy were 
drowned. The body of the boy was eventually 
found forced by the current beneath a quantity 
of drift wood, and a few hours later that of Mr. 
Pinson was found some distance down the 
stream. The sad event has naturally cast a gloom 
over both the Parish and the College. 

This item appeared in the July 1902 edition of 
the Oxford Diocesan Magazine 

Phil Hind, Web Editor 




Web pastor Alyson Leslie, says i-Church will offer 'inspirational material 24/7' 

photo Frank Blackwell 



ASYLUM WELCOME 

seeks a 

New Hon Treasurer 

to manage the finances of this 
Oxford based charity. 

2-3 hours per week. 

Further info from 
tayloriana@waitrose.com 



Choices to make? Feeling stuck? 

I am a trained personal coach with a background 
in ministry training in Oxford Diocese, and offer 
a 4-session coaching programme that can help 
you discern your next step. 

Dr Anne Borrowdale 01865 432915 
email: anne@anneborrowdale.co.uk 
www.anneborrowdale.co.uk 



Holiday Pet-Care 



Animal lover, recent graduate, 
offers to look after your dog, 
(possibly in her own home), 
or to feed your pets. Available 
July/August, within cycling 
distance of North Oxford. 
Enquiries via Celia Mowat on 



01865 515106 



Popular patterns 
available for 
replacements/additions 
We also buy 
Call: 



Free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert, 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK42 OYA 

( 01234)325531 



For Sale 

Viscount Jubileum 227 
electronic organ 

Radial pedalboard, plus 
hymn books and music. 
£1200. (lady church 
organist has died) 

Tel: 01278 455875 

(Somerset) 



ORGANIST 



Committed Christian 
and MA, FRCO 

is available to deputise at 
short notice, including 
weddings and funerals. 
Wide experience : 
reasonable fee 

Tel: (01993) 813933 



Sheltered Housing at 
West Court Banbury 




West Court is a friendly, modem development of one 
bedroom flats adapted to meet the practical needs of older ^ 
men and women and within walking distance from a variety 
of amenities. Each flat is centrally heated with a lounge, kitchen, 
bathroom and either a single or a double person bedroom. 

The scheme is run by Methodist Homes Housing Association, and a Manager 
provides general support throughout the week and there is an offsite emergency call system 
outside of these times. West Court is not just for Methodists however, applications are welcomed from any 
older person in the community (from the age of 55 years upward), and who feel that living in a secure 
environment will meet their future needs. 

Facilities indude a large communal lounge and a laundry room and there is a guest room available for 
visitors at a reasonable charge. 

For more information please contact the scheme manager on:01295 258859 

45 West Street Banbury Oxon 0X16 3RA Housing 

Company Limited by Guarantee - 4043124 Registered as a Charity - No 1083995 M Association 
Methodist Homes for the Aged is part of MHA Care Group 
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People & places 



Village 
celebrates 
years of 
partnership 

IN many places the signing of 
the national Anglican- 
Methodist Covenant has 
prompted new ventures in 
shared worship. In Combe, a 
small Oxfordshire village 
where Methodists and 
Anglicans have been worship- 
ping together regularly for 
more than thirty years, the 
churches decided to celebrate 
their partnership with an 
Ascension Day service involv- 
ing both buildings and 
Church leaders from both 
denominations. The preacher 
was the Right Revd Colin 
Fletcher, Bishop of 
Dorchester, who deployed the 
image of the rollercoaster to 
telling effect in speaking of 
the experience of ecumenism 
and the story of the ascension. 
The congregation was left 
with its feet firmly on the 
ground in trusting a gracious 
and dependable God for the 
present and the future. 



Join Songs of 
Praise at 
Blenheim Palace 




ALED Jones and the Songs of Praise team will be visiting 
Blenheim for a special outdoor service on August 1. 

Admission is free but you do need to apply for tickets as seat- 
ing is limited. If you can sing in parts, you are invited to join the 
choir and turn up at a rehearsal prior to the event. Rehearsals 
are held on 1 8 July adn 25 July at St Mary Magdalene Church, 
Park Street, Woodstock from 7 - 9pm. There will be another 
rehearsal on Sunday 1 

A ^ >i C 
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recording at 4pm. Entry 
into Blenheim park is free 
from 12.30pm on the day 
for choir members and 
from 2.30pm for the con- 
gregation. 

For tickets, send to 
Songs of Praise (Blenheim 
Palace), BBC, Oxford 
Road, Manchester, M60 
lSJor call 0161 2443269. 



If you can't attend, or 
even if you can, don't miss 
the September Door for a 
special behind the scenes 
feature on the show and 
interviews with Aled Jones 
and soloists . 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by experienced and 
qualified practitioner. Spiritual direction also offered. 
Registered with BACP fr UKRC • Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



Make Money@Home 



Make your house work for you! 
If you are a qualified EFL teacher 
with a spare room, why not host 
and teach mature overseas students 
on short courses. Excellent rates. 
Call Lynn on: 08456 588 440 
or email: learn@intuitionlang.com 



OMNIUM 

Writer’s & Author’s Services 

A consultancy service at all stages from 
writing to publication, and beyond. 

Bespoke , professional services for all. 

Omnium Writers & Authors Services, 

9 Cork Street, Mayfair, London W15 3LL. 
Email: info@omniumbookservices.co.uk 
Telephone: +44 (0)14 84 54 02 29 



All Saints' High Wycombe, Bucks 

ASSISTANT ORGANIST 

to assist the Director of Music in leading 
the music for our Sunday morning and 
I twice-monthly evening SATB choral services. J 
The post carries an honorarium. 

Details from the Church office on 

01494 527526 

ailsaintsofficehw@ukgateway.net 
www.allsaintshighwycombe.org 
Full CRB clearance is required 



Artists in Staihed Glass 

DAViD Wasley 

RlA.ATC.DipAD.FlTlGP. 

ConsERyAtoi^Sr 

R^sfORiVfion Specialist 

01494 773712 

www.3RpmiLLEnnivniARjisfs.co.vK 




Capable people 

who are seeking a larger 
additional or Full Time 
income should look at: 

luuiiu.juftreuidfdi.uhoiii 

or phone 

01202 297541 



NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION, NON FICTION, 
MEMOIRS, BIOGRAPHY, 
HISTORIC, 

POETRY, CHILDRENS, 
RELIGIOUS, SPIRITUAL 

WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN'S HOUSE, 2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM TW1 4EG. U.K. 
E-mail: athenabook@aol.com 



Bath Friends Housing 
Association 

Spacious studio flat with 
panoramic views available for 
rental at Mount Haviland. 
This is a small community of 
older friends and others of 
like mind. Where independent 

living is a key feature yet 
following the Quaker ethos. 

For further information 
contact the Wardens between 
9-12 Mon-Fri on: 

01225421432 



(OIMTTUJO 

Are you a single, 
widowed or unattached 
Christian seeking 
friends, companion 
or future partner? 
Connect Two can help. 

Tel: 01460 72477 

E-mail: 

CIIIKllWl2l01@illBlil.CIII 



ST JAMES CHURCH 

FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE 

Director of Music 

needed for thriving, friendly village church 
with enthusiastic RSCM affiliated SATB 
choir of 25 young people and 15 adults. 

Committed choral tradition with Weekly 
Common Worship sung Eucharist, twice 
monthly BCP Matins, monthly BCP 
Evensong, regular Weddings and Baptisms. 
RSCM rates. New incumbent in September. 
Email office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk 
Telephone: 0118 9732069 
Parish Office: 0118 9730133 
www.stjames.finchampstead.co.uk 



Bishop supports Jane 
Longhurst campaign 



THE Bishop of Oxford is to 
ask the Government to inves- 
tigate the availablity of violent 
pornographic material on the 
internet. 

Rt Revd Richard Harries 
will ask the question in the 
House of Lords in the wake of 
the violent murder of teacher 
Jane Longhurst. 

Jane, who worked in 
Brighton, was strangled last 
year by Graham Coutts. He 
was sentenced to life for mur- 
der earlier this year. Jane’s 
mother Patricia, from 
Reading, is demanding a 
change in the law to block 
access to extreme internet sites 
promoting violence against 
women for sexual gratifica- 
tion. Patricia said: ‘He had 
had a fantasy from the age of 
15 of strangling a woman. 
When he discovered the inter- 
net he became aware that he 
was not alone in harbouring 



WOULD you like the Door 
sent direct to your home each 
month? You can now sub- 
scribe for just £10 a year and 
have your copy sent direct to 
you, hot off the presses. 

As part of an innovative 
new scheme, The Door will 
donate half of every subscrip- 
tion received to churches. The 
remaining £5 will cover the 
cost of postage. You can nom- 
inate the church you want 
your donation sent to and 
even, if you wish, earmark 
the money for a particular 



these sick thoughts so then it 
seemed alright to him and he 
indulged himself by viewing 
horrific material very fre- 
quently. This built up to a 
crescendo and the day 
before she died he was on 
the computer for over an 
hour and a half. At present 
it is perfectly legal to view 
such images, though illegal 
to copy and transmit it to 
others.’ 

She has started a petition 
based on a motion started by 
the MP for Reading West 
Martin Salter. So far there are 
over 15,000 signatures. 

Patricia added: ‘I believe my 
dear daughter would be alive 
today if it were not for these 
horrible violent sites on the 
world wide web.’ 

You can download the peti- 
tion from the homepage of 
Martin Salter’s website at 
www.martinsalter.com 



project. For example, your 
Sunday school may be look- 
ing for cash to buy new toys; 
or the church’s hymnbooks 
may need replacing. Just tell 
us where you want your 
donation sent and we will do 
the rest. To take up this offer, 
either call Penny Stephens on 
01865 208225 for an order 
form or apply online at 
www.doorsubscription.com 
and make your payment 
using our secure system. 

Beat the rush each Sunday - 
order your copy now! 



New post at Wycliffe 

Professor Alistair McGrath is 
to become the first director of 
Wycliffe Hall's new centre for 
Evangelism and Apologetics. 
The international centre will 
focus on the way Christianity 
is presented in the wider 
world, and will train men and 
women in thoughtful and con- 
temporary approaches to 
evangelism. It will offer short 
term courses but also be a 
centre of research and out- 
reach. Professor McGrath, 
who is currently Principal of 
Wycliffe, is a well known 
writer and academic. 

He will take up his new posi- 
tion from September and Dr 
Graham Tomlin will be acting 
Principal until the appointment 
of a new Principal. 



St Birinus' Pilgrimage 

Follow the historic route of St 
Birinus, the patron saint of 
the Thames Valley, from 
Blewbury to Dorchester on 11 
July, with plenty of stops for 
refreshments along the way! 
The walk starts with a picnic 
at Churn Knob at 12.45 and 
ends with a service then a 
BBQ in the cloister garden at 
Dorchester Abbey at 7.15. 
The walk is 12 miles in all. 
For more details call Canon 
John Crowe on 01865 
340007. 



Downing tools 

Members of the Diocesan 
Partnership in World Mission 
Council laid aside their nor- 
mal tasks for 24 hours to 
come together with God and 
each other, gathering for wor- 
ship, prayer, Bible study, and 
exploration on what it means 
to be part of a world church 
engaged in mission. The 
Council Chairman, Canon 
Martin Peirce, welcomed Rev 
Dr Christopher Meakin of 
Vaxjo Diocese as principal 
guest at the residential this 
year. 



Subscribe to The Door - and 
have £5 sent to your church 




Eco-column 



The UK Government is Taking it On! This is 
the name of the government’s consultation on 
sustainable development. When you go for a 
‘family burger’ at a well known burger estab- 
lishment do you think of the environmental 
consequences of your action? One of the games 
contained in a Community Pack produced as 
part of the consultation on sustainable devel- 
opment helps the player reflect on this very 
question. As part of the game players build an 
‘action plan’ to encourage individuals and 
groups to take action on the issues raised. 

Sustainable development is about making 
sure what we do today does not compromise 
the future for our children, and their grand- 
children. It is about caring for the world and 
its environment; it’s about ensuring that an 
appropriate quality of life is available for all 
people everywhere; it’s about health and well- 



being, housing, communities, international 
trade. The government doesn’t use theological 
language, but Christians would see these issues 
as fundamental theological concerns - our 
relationship with the world and with each 
other - ‘caring for the integrity of creation’. 

The deadline for responding to the consulta- 
tion is 31 July. The full consultation document 
is available from me in a PDF format - or I can 
print out a copy - or you can access it online 
at www.sustainable-development.gov.uk/tak- 
ing-it-on/consult/document/index.htm 
You can play your part in this consultation 
by playing the games in the Community 
Pack(including the one about the family burg- 
er!); use them with others in your church or 
your local community; and use the feedback 
form to send your ideas arising out of the 
games to the Government. The pack is avail- 
able from me electronically or on www. sus- 
tain a ble-de velopment.gov. uk/taking-it- 
on/localinfo.htm#01. You can also respond 
individually online; go to http://defra.dialogue- 
bydesign.net/dbyd.asp 
Go on. Take it On! 

Glyn Evans is Rural Affairs Officer for the Diocese 
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News 



Fairtrade: It’s up to you! 



By Door Reporter 

The campaign to turn Oxford 
into a Fairtrade Diocese is 
winning huge support in 
parishes and deaneries. 

In addition to the three 
deaneries - Mursley, Oxford 
and Reading - that brought the 
campaign to diocesan synod, 
four more (Amersham, 
Bracknell, Wallingford and 
Wantage) have now passed 
motions committing themselves 
to using Fairtrade tea and cof- 
fee at synod meetings and to 
encouraging the use of 
Fairtrade products in parishes. 
‘I’m very pleased that the dean- 
ery have taken this on board,’ 
said the Revd Edwin Clements, 
Area Dean of Wallingford. 
‘We’re encouraging parishes to 
serve only Fairtrade tea and cof- 
fee after their services and we’re 
also hoping that some will set 
up a Fairtrade stall. We’re also 
hoping that people will buy 
Fairtrade goods for themselves, 
for their personal use.’ 

Equally impressive is the sup- 
port from parishes - who have a 
critical role to play. In order for 



the diocese to achieve Fairtrade 
Diocese status, 60% of all 
churches need to choose to 
become Fairtrade churches. To 
become a Fairtrade church, the 
PCC passes a resolution agree- 
ing to a) use only Fairtrade tea 
and coffee at meetings for 
which the church is responsible; 
b) work towards using other 
Fairtrade products where possi- 
ble and appropriate; c) promote 
Fairtrade during Fairtrade 
Fortnight and as opportunities 
arise during the year. 

Parish pledge forms, which 
allow a church to ‘sign on’ 
and be counted towards the 
diocesan total were handed 
out at many Episcopal visita- 
tions and/or through deanery 
synods. (If you haven’t 
received a form, they are 
available from Catherine 
Lemmon, BSR Administrator 
at 01865 208214; 

catherine.lemmon@oxford.ang 
lican.org) Already forms have 
been returned by parishes from 
Blackbird Leys, Caversham 
and Cookham to Tylers Green, 
Windsor and Wooburn. 

For many churches, sending 



in the form merely confirms 
what they have been doing for 
years: some churches exp- 
ressed delight that the dio- 
cese was following the lead 
of individual parishes! For 
others, like All Saints, 
Didcot, the initiative has 
been the impetus to increase 
involvement. ‘For ages we’ve 
had a Fairtrade stall in the 
church two Sundays a month 
but what this initiative has 
done is to crystallize our 
efforts,’ said the Revd. Dr. 
Andrew Coleby. 

‘All in all’, said Revd. 
Jonathan Wilmot of Greyfriars 
in Reading, ‘I think we’ve got 
a growing awareness. ‘The 
major thing that excites 
me about it is the whole issue 
of justice for third world 
producers.’ 

Want to get involved? Or get 
more information? A growing 
network of deanery Fairtrade 
champions is helping parishes 
and deaneries get involved 
with the campaign. To be put 
in touch with your local 
champion, call 01865 874778 
or email ccowinfo@fish.co.uk 







UO^ 



The Bishop of Oxford has given the Fairtrade campaign his 
full backing. Parishes are now asked to sign up to help to 
make Oxford a Fairtrade diocese, photo Frank Blackwell 



New survey shows churches are up to 
speed on child protection 



A SURVEY of churches in the 
Oxford Diocese found that 
78% have carried out all the 
necessary checks to protect 
children and young people in 
their congregations. 

The survey was commis- 
sioned by Stephen Barber, child 
protection coordinator, and 
carried out by an independent 
researcher, Bridget Robb. 

She found evidence of con- 
siderable commitment to chil- 
dren’s work and to bringing in 
the recommended safeguards. 

Many parishes - nearly 
50% of those who responded 
to the survey - have a child 
protection policy which is reg- 
ularly reviewed and operate 
full recruitment processes, 
including induction, job 



descriptions support and train- 
ing. Some 75% said they were 
active in their work with chil- 
dren and used child protection 
procedures as an integral part 
of the way they work. 

Mr Barber said: ‘We are 
very pleased that so many 
parishes are taking this seri- 
ously. We think that Criminal 
Record Bureau checks work 
best in the context of a proper 
recruitment and selection 
process. Parishes are at all 
stages on this, however - some 
are just beginning, some are 
very experienced and some are 
struggling with the processes.’ 

So far, 1500 checks have 
been carried out on volunteers 
across the Diocese. 

Many parents thinking of 



sending their children to 
church now ask for evidence 
that necessary child protection 
checks have been carried out, 
and there is anecdotal evi- 
dence of some parents refus- 
ing to send their children 
because a church has not fol- 
lowed all the procedures. 

The survey also picked up 
concerns about the difficulty 
of using the constantly chang- 
ing CRB process, and the 
diocesan procedures were also 
complicated. Mr Barber said 
the procedures were now 
being reviewed in the light of 
this feedback. 

The full report of the survey 
will be available soon on the 
diocesan website at 
www.oxford.anglican.org 



Racing Reverends return to Goodwood 



A TEAM of three Church of 
England ministers are taking on 
the likes of motoring giants 
Lotus and Ford at this sum- 
mer’s Goodwood Festival of 
Speed. 

The team, Revelation 
Racing, won the ‘Spirit of the 
Event’ award last year. 

This year, thanks to more 
sponsorship from Ecclesiastical 
Insurance, the team have come 
up with a new design and har- 
bour hopes of winning their 
‘roadster’ class. Driver Anthony 
Feltham-White, a curate from 
near Aylesbury, Bucks, said: ‘We 



hope this year to finish at the 
front end of the grid’. 

The team will also lead a 
communion service at the 
event. They will preach to the 
early morning crowds on 
Sunday. ‘The service will be 
beamed onto giant screens for 
everyone to see. Its a wonder- 
ful opportunity to raise the 
profile of the Church,’ said 
Anthony. 

Revelation Racing’s mission 
statement is ‘to glorify God 
through competition in motor- 
sport’ and to that end they 
wear fire-proof dog-collars on 




their racing overalls and will be 
sporting their ‘Sunday best’. 





A Quality Retirement Residence 



Located on the edge of Charminster, one mile from Dorchester, this fully 
modernised home stands in 2'h acres of beautiful gardens with rural views. The 
Manor provides quality living in a comfortable and caring environment for 
elderly people who cannot or choose not to fend for themselves. There is 24 
hour staffing, nurse call system and all rooms en-suite. A high standard of food 
is a speciality of the Manor with many guests dining with relatives and friends. 
In the grounds are two sheltered accommodation suites with full “hotel” services 
provided by the Manor for the more independent. 

Due to demand the Manor’s accommodation was recently extended with 8 
more ground floor en suite residential rooms and 5 assisted living suites. All 
with garden views and fully registered for care. Additionally a new sun 
lounge and conservatory were added together with 'h mile of garden paths. 

If you wish to check for vacancies, or would like to receive a brochure 
or visit, please contact: 

Sandra & Keith Shaw 




Wolfeton Manor, Charminster, Dorset DT2 9QL 

Tel: 01305 262340 Fax: 01305 257915 

E mail: - shaw.wolfeton@tesco.net. 
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GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B * AA ♦♦♦♦ 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 

Brochure: Brian & Uz Pedlow 

Tel: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 518712 

Email: info@aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
www.aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 

NON SMOKING 



j South Wales 

Crickhowell 

Self-catering, traditional 
Lodge Cottage, beautiful 
countryside, lovely walks 
from front door, woods, hills, 
river & canal. Sleeps 5. 

40 mins from Severn Bridge. 

Tel: 01179 572320 



SOUTH DEVON 

HOLIDAY FLAT 

Just yards from the sea and 
sandy beach. Level throughout. 
Suitable for persons with 
limited mobility. Close to 
harbour & boat trips. 

Tel: 0117 937 3528 or 
0776 956 8798 



SHROPSHIRE 

Cosy cottages. 

3 & 4 star ETB Graded. 
Wheelchair Access M2. 

Linen provided. Dogs 
welcome. Short breaks. 
Brochure. 

Tel: 01694 722869 

www.botvylefarm.co.uk 



ALGARVE 



Vale Do Lobo 

Privately owned high standard villa. 
Sleeps 6, 3 bedrooms, pool, 
maid, garden. Club 
Barrington. Reduced golf. Nr 
Gold Club, tennis and sea. 



Tel: 01722 780213 



Parkway Guesthouse 
Family run, select & 
budget accommodation. 
Very reasonable rates. 

Tel: 003531 874 0469 

Email: parkway@eircom.net 



BOURNEMOUTH 

West Cliff 

B&B in charming garden 
cottage. Nr sea. 
Peaceful, warm welcome. 

Non smoking. 

Sorry No Children or Pets. 
Parking available. 

Tel: 01202 762532 



Dorset 

Situated between 
Lyme Regis/Charmouth 

2 bedroom modern attached 
house, sleeps 5. Hotel on site 
with outdoor heated pool, lakes, 
great for families and walkers. 
Very reasonable rates. No pets. 
Tel: Nicky 01297 560352 



Non-smoking family 
Hotel. Spectacular sea 
views. Walking distance 
of beach, castle and town 
centre. Free parking. 
From £21pppn - en-suite. 

Tel: 01723 364901 



Friendship Tours 

North Korea 

Join us and 
Celebrate 

EASTER 

in Pyong Yang 
Capital of 
“The Axis of Evil” 



email: friendship.tours@ntlwoiid.com 

Tel: 01993 885405 



I) m 

please ring Sue Williams on: 

lax: 01527 892152 

E-«HI: trig.HMealiMS@tiria.Kl 



SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 



Elegant, spacious, 2 bed. 
Apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 
Open all year. 

Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 



LYNTON 

Deughtful Quality Hotel 
AA 4 Diamonds. 
Spectacular sea views, 
en-suites, 4 posters. 
Licenced, non smoking. 

3 nights BBEM £ 105pp. 

Tel: 01598 752359 

www.alfordhouse.co.uk 



Wells / 
Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & 
holidays. Our cottages are 
comfortable, warm, cosy and loved. 
See: www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
E-mail: infb@pottingshedholidays.co.uk 

Tel. 01749 672 857 



BRITTANY 

Holiday Cottage To Let 

Sleeps 7-8. Offering beautiful 
coastal walks, golf, horse 
riding, quality dining. 

For further information please 
contact: Mrs Waldinger on: 
0033 2983 26922 or email: 
uschiwaldinger@email.com 



SNOWDONIA 

NEAR ABERDOVEY 

Stunning views of estuary, sea 
& mountains. Comfortable well- 
equipped two bedroomed chalet 
sleeps 4. Shower; bath, 2 wc's. 
Quiet site with heated pool, shop 
& clubhouse. £1 10 - £290 weekly 
Mrs I Cnetchley - 01494 71 1959 

email: irene@cretchley.fsnet.co.uk 



Beautiful 
Cotswold Village 

Burford area 

Small flat. £25 nightly 
for 2 people. For further 
details or brochure, 
please call: 

01367 860312 



Final Touch Travel Insurance and More 



Established in 1997 Final 
Touch Travel Insurance and 
Services is a specialist 
company providing a range 
of different services, at 
prices the high street travel 
agencies just can't match. 
Specialising in holiday insurance, 
the company has a philosophy 
that low cost insurance should be 
available to all, no matter their 
age. The company can provide 
annual holiday insurance for 
those up to the age of 85 and 
single trip insurance for anyone. 
Only a handful of companies 
across the U l< will offer this sort 
of insurance because of the 
supposed increased risks related 
to those in their old age. Chris 
Whatsize, owner of Final Touch, 
however, is angry that the elderly 



are treated as second class 
citizens where insurance is 
concerned. "Who is more at risk, 
the younger man who would 
probably drink more and take 
more risks, or the experienced 
traveller who know their 
limitations and will enjoy 
themselves in a more reserved 
fashion?" Even clients with pre- 
existing medical conditions are 
able to receive coverage from 
Final Touch. 

Regarding price, The company 
are proud to offer insurance and 
their other services up to half 
price of many of the major travel 
agencies. 

These other services include hotel 
rooms all over the world pre- 
arranged overnight parking and 
the hire of a selection of fantastic 
villas in Florida. The company is 



BOURNEMOUTH 

Hengistbury Head 

Come let us spoil you! 

Offers luxury, non-smoking 

accom. Excellent facilities, 
inc. fridge. Near sandy beach. 
All you can eat, scrumptious 
breakfast Free pick-up from 
station. B&B from £23pppn. 

Tel: 01202 417531 



CHURCH GRANGE 
GUEST HOUSE 



Bradley in the Moors, Alton 
Family & En-Suite Rooms 
All Rooms Include T.V., Light 
Refreshments, Tea & Coffee. 
Residents Lounge, Ample Car 
Park, Full English Breakfast. 

Tel: 01889 507525 

www.chgrange.co.uk 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265683 



very pleased to be able to offer 
these stunning, luxury, private 
homes, with a pool, from just 
£350 per week, up to 40% less 
than some high street agencies. 
The company has built its 
reputation on straightforward, 
personal one to one service. 

When you contact Final Touch, 
you can rest assured that you will 
not be confronted with some 
automated answer phone 
message. With this family 
business, contact will be with a 
friendly, qualified representative 
who will guide you through the 
various options ensuring that 
each customer gets exactly what 
they desire. 

You can contact Final Touch 
Travel Insurance and Services by 
phone on 0116 272 0500 or fax 
01162720400. 



San down 

ET094 Friendly Family Hotel 
Child reductions when sharing. 
Half board available by request. 
Ferry inclusive deals available. 

Tel: 01983 402551 



SWITCH 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 



Torbay’s historic fishing port 

Fully equipped Self-Catering 
Apartments. Magnificent 
Marina & Sea Views. Harbour, 
Coastal & Country Walks. 
Private parking. 

Tel: 01803 857361 



CORNWALL 

Large Country House Hotel. 

Fine restaurant, resident pianists, leisure spa. 
Many bargain breaks. Central for Touring. 

Penventon Park Hotel 

Tel: Redruth 01209 203000 

Email: manager@penventon.com www.penventon.com 



BARBADOS 

ST. JAMES 

Luxury beach front 
cottages, villas, studio. 

020 8232 8128 

Web: www.barbados 
privatevillas.com 



ANDALUCIA 

Bird watcher’s 

comfy apartment in 
Estepona, Southern Spain. 

Sleeps 2-4. Pool. 

Sea and mountain views. 

From £180.00 pw. 

Nan smokers only please. 
Tel: 01934 843951 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel: 01454 260619 

www.wolstenhomes.co.uk 



RIBBLE VALLEY 

- Clitheroe 

2 self-catering apartments 
in converted stable. 
Wonderful views. 
Sleeps 4-6. ETC ★★★★ 
Wheelchair friendly 

Tel: 01200 445370 

piiko@hi3her3iiis.co.uk 

www.hi3her3iiis.co.uk 



KINGFORD HOUSE HOTEL 

Lynton 

♦♦♦♦ E.T.C. 

A warm and traditional welcome awaits you at our family run 
hotel, where you can enjoy excellent home cooked cuisine. 
Fabulously situated for touring Exmoor. Enjoy a Short or long 
term stay. Rooms available for permanent retired residents 
Telephone Tricia Morgan for Brochure and Tariff. 

01598 752361 



SOMERSET 

HELWELL BAY 

WATCHET 

Caravans & chalets 
overlooking the sea. 
Special offers for senior citizens. 

TeE 01984 631781 

www.helwellbay.co.uk 



Peace in rural France 

Our Loire Valley tranquil riverside house 
in a charming village near Saumur is 
simply furnished, but comfortable. You 
can fish from the garden and good food, 
swimming, bike rides, tennis etc are close at hand. It is available 
from May to October and sleeps six plus; from £250 per week 
but reductions are possible especially for those in ministry. 
Telephone: 01993 813569 evenings or 0976 438336 day. 



Somerset Cottage 

Bed & Breakfast near 
Cheddar. Area of natural 
beauty. Fresh en-suites. 
Bristol airport 1 0 mins. 
Parking + transport tba. 
Bob & Anne Loveridge 

Tel: 01934 843252 



BEST VALUE 
TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged For Cross Publication Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

From only £89.95 per couple in Europe 
From only £129.95 per couple Worldwide 

SINGLE TRIP INSURANCE 

2 Weeks Europe - From only £14.95 per person 

We have Top Quality Travel Insurance with 
higher than normal age limits 

si We can now sell 



annual insurance for 
people up to 80 years of age. 

Call For Details 



0116 272 0500 
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Anniversary celebrations at 
Oxford’s oldest theological college 

This year, Cuddesdon Theological College celebrates his 150th anniversary. Celebrations 
included a weekend of events, including a Eucharist led by the Bishop of Oxford, the Rt 
Revd Richard Harries and an address by the Archbishop of Canterbury. Both were 
'Cuddesdon men 7 . Bishop Richard said: 'We are heirs of the seriousness of purpose which 
wanted priests wholly given over to Christ, leading to the founding of Cuddesdon 150 years 
ago; we are heirs of the seriousness of purpose which wanted to recognise all truth as 
God's truth in a new quest for intellectual integrity, leading to the emergence of Ripon Hall. 
Let us ask God for a seriousness of purpose for the future of the college in these changing 
times and for ourselves as we continue to share in the ministry of Christ's Church.' 

Below, Revd Dr Mark Chapman, vice-principal of the College, explains its origins. 

and spirituality of the Church of England. He conse- 
quently set about building a College on seminary 
lines over the road from his palace in Cuddesdon 
(where he could keep his beady eye on what went 
on). The role of the college was to ensure that the 
men learnt to pray together, live together and laugh 
together - it was a kind of spiritual finishing school 
combined with a country club. It did not take long 
for Cuddesdon men to enter high office - it was seen 
by many outside as the great bishop factory, produc- 
ing a variety of models for service at home and over- 
seas. And some were of the deluxe type including the 
Archbishops, Cosmo Gordon Lang and Michael 
Ramsey. If there was a typical twentieth-century 
Cuddesdon man, he was a public schoolboy, high but 
not too high in his religion, well-connected and capa- 
ble of holding his own in the House of Lords. By the 
mid-60s, when Robert Runcie was principal, howev- 
er, things changed rapidly - there was a sudden 
decline in the number of ordinands which meant 
things had to move on, and the student body altered 
equally rapidly. The church was no longer an attrac- 
tive career for Oxbridge graduates and students came 
from increasingly diverse backgrounds. The fall in 
numbers overall meant that smaller or weaker col- 
leges closed, and a number of others merged. In 1975 
Ripon Hall, at Boars Hill on the other side of 
Oxford, joined with Cuddesdon to form Ripon 
College Cuddesdon. Nowadays almost all the stu- 



THIS year sees the 150th anniversary of England’s 
oldest and probably most famous theological college 
in the unlikely setting of a small Oxfordshire village 
- it owes its existence to the great reforming Bishop 
of Oxford, Samuel Wilberforce. By the mid-19th cen- 
tury he was becoming increasingly anxious about the 
liberalisation of Oxford and Cambridge Universities. 
University Reforms meant that graduates would not 
be exposed either to enough theology or to the ethos 




The Archbishop of Canterbury at the service to cele- 
brate the anniversary. He declined requests to speak to 
the Door. Photos Frank Blackwell 





dents read for Oxford degrees in theology, something 
that would have been unthinkable only forty years ago, 
but they still attend a pattern of services that would 
have been familiar to Samuel Wilberforce himself. 

And perhaps most crucially, since 1979 women have 
trained alongside the men, and more and more mar- 
ried students have come to the College. This means 
that there is no longer a typical ‘Cuddesdon man’ - for 
a start, almost half the numbers leaving the college in 
the past ten years have been women - and as yet there 
is certainly no typical ‘Cuddesdon woman’. 

But what is important is that the distinctive blend 
of serious theology and serious spirituality rooted in 
daily prayer is not lost to the church in its desire to 
rationalise and centralise. As Rowan Williams writes 
in his foreword to the new history: ‘We can be grate- 
ful that the Church of England has been so wonder- 
fully served; and we can strengthen our resolve to 
make sure that such service is still available to the 
Church of the future’. 

Mark Chapman is author of Ambassadors of Christ , 
a history of Cuddesdon 



Petertide 

Ordinations 

ORDINATIONS of new dea- 
cons and priests will be taking 
place across the diocese on 
July 4. Please remember all 
those listed below in your 
prayers: Mark Ackford 

(Bracknell Team), Hazel Azer 
(Oxford St Aldates), Amanda 
Bloor (Hambledon Valley), 
Emma Coley (Wendover and 
Halton), Shaun Henson 
(Woodstock), Peter Holmes 
(Beaconsfield), Peter Jarvis 
(Thatcham St Mary), Jill 
Lovell (Burnham St Peter), 
Raymond Obin (Bucklebury 
St Mary), Jason St John 
Nicolle (Kidlington with 
Hampton Poyle), Neil 
Watkinson (Maidenhead St 
Andrew), Rachel Webbley 
(Bicester with Bucknall, 
Caversfield and Lunton), 
Helen Wilkinson (Newbury 
Team Ministry). They will all 
be ordained deacon by the 
Bishop of Oxford at Christ 
Church. The Bishop of 
Reading will ordain Diane 
Reid (Reading St Agnes with 
SS Paul and Barnabas) deacon 
and Peter Grosse (Reading St 
Matthew), Beatrice Pearson 
(Easthampstead) and Jason 
Reid (Woodley Team min- 
istry) priest at St Mary’s 
Reading and the Bishop of 
Buckingham will ordain 
Catherine Butt (St Mary 
Bletchley), Philip Chadder 
(Great Chesham) and Lucinda 
Holt (Newton Longville and 
Mursley) priest at St Mary, 
Bletchley. 

( ) denotes title parish 



Oxfordshire Mental Healthcare G2Z23 



NHS Trust 



The Oxfordshire Mental Healthcare NHS Trust is the major provider of mental 
health services in Oxfordshire, serving a population of 600,000. The Trust also 
|l|||f ■, provides more specialised treatments, both locally and nationwide. It is a 
leading Trust for teaching, training and research, with close links to both 
Oxford and Oxford Brookes Universities. 

Assistant Chaplain Ref: c/chap/ad/ch 

Mt LITTLEMORE MENTAL HEALTH CENTRE 

Salary: £18,197 pro-rata, per annum 
Hours: Part-time, 0.75 Wte 

The chaplaincy team are seeking an assistant chaplain to work 75% of a 
full-time position. The team is based at the Littlemore Mental Healthcare 
Centre in Oxford. We are looking for a clergy person who is interested in the 
challenges of working in a Psychiatric chaplaincy. 

Weekly supervision is offered as well as professional training and development. 
The post begins on the 1st September 2004. 

Pillll ,, 

••••••••• In return, we can offer you: 

K.V I • Flexible working arrangements (e.g. term-time only) 

• Optional pension scheme 
Slllll • Childcare vouchers. 

For an informal discussion, please contact Canon Beaumont Stevenson on 
01865 223563 

Closing dote: 9th July 2004. 

FOR AN APPLICATION PACK 
d human.resourcesOoxfordshire.nhs.uk 
IT Recruitment Hotline on 01865 223770 

fta Human Resources and Training Department 

Warneford Hospital, Warneford Lane, Headington, 

Oxford 0X3 7JX 

Please quote the reference number. 

Oxfordshire Mental Healthcare NHS Trust is striving to be an equal opportunities 
employer and, in order to reflect the diversity of its population, positively 
encourages applications from all areas of the community, regardless of gender, 
race, disability or sexual orientation. 

www.oxfordshirementalhealth.nhs.uk /§/•/'■ 











WYCLIFFE HALL 

OXFORD 



An international centre for evangelical and 
Anglican Christian life and study in the 
University of Oxford. 

COURSE ADMINISTRATOR 
DIPLOMA IN BIBLICAL & THEOLOGICAL STUDIES 

(20 hours per week) 

We are seeking to appoint a Course Administrator 
who will be responsible for planning and overseeing 
the running of this two year part-time course. 

Closing date for applications: 

12 noon on 14 July 2004 

For further details and application form please contact: 
Mrs Muriel Barrett, Wycliffe Hall, 

54 Banbury Road, Oxford 0X2 6PW. 
muriel.barrett@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 
www.wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 



MIDWINTER 

TABLEWARE 

Popular patterns 
available for 
replacements/additions 
We also buy 
Call: 

02088884725 



Holiday Pet-Care 



Animal lover, recent graduate, 
offers to look after your dog, 
(possibly in her own home), 
or to feed your pets. Available 
July/August, within cycling 
distance of North Oxford. 
Enquiries via Celia Mowat on 



01865 515106 



please ring Sue WHams on: 

®ag27 ©©giMji 

fax: 01527 892152 

t-Mt gggg|jgglggj|gjgg 



International Eating Disorders Centre 

Aylesbury, Bucks 

Nurse Manager 

We have a vacancy for an RMN with managerial 
experience. We are a nine bedded residential unit for 
adults aged 16 years and over. Accommodation available. 

We offer a relaxed friendly atmosphere & competitive 
rates of pay. Informal visits welcome. 

For further information please call Beryl Foy 
or Polly Price on 01296 330557 or email: 
enquiries@eatingdisorderscentre.co.uk 




SWANBOURNE HOUSE 
SCHOOL 

Swanbourne, Buck MK17 OHZ 

Tel: 01296 720264 
Fax: 01296 728189 

IAPS Preparatory School 3-13 yrs 
(Pre-Prep 160 girls and boys) 

(Prep School 240 girls and boys) 

Registered Charity No. 31640 

Required for September 2004 

RESIDENT BOARDING 
HOUSE ASSISTANT 

Working as part of a team in our 
Boarding House under the direction of 
the Housemistress, with specific duties 
in girls’ boarding. No specific 
qualifications necessary but a willingness 
and commitment to be come fully 
involved in the life of the Boarding House 
are essential. 

Please apply in writing, enclosing your CV 
together with names, addresses and 
telephone numbers of two references to: 
Mr. and Mrs. S. D. Goodhart, Joint Heads, 
Swanbourne House School, Swanbourne, 
Milton Keynes MK17 OHZ. 
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Comment 






Doubting a civilisation 



When the allega- 
tions of abuse 
against Iraqi 
prisoners by 
some British sol- 
diers first sur- 
faced, my initial reaction 
was that these were isolat- 
ed incidents, totally unrep- 
resentative of our forces as 
a whole and completely out 
of keeping with the hon- 
ourable British military tra- 
dition. Moreover, the pho- 
tographs printed by The 
Mirror always looked fake. 
But the photos of prisoner 
abuse by US soldiers are not 
fake and their lewd, near 
pornographic content, as 
well as the desire to humili- 
ate others that is revealed, 
raises wider, more serious 
questions. 

These wider questions 
were first raised by the 
American intellectual Susan 
Sontag. She suggested that 
these incidents were in fact 
symptomatic of an attitude 
of mind by the American 
government: not just isolat- 
ed exceptions to generally 
accepted honourable 
behaviour but an exposure 
of something that had gone 
wrong from the top. David 
Aaronvich went further 
and was more penetrating. 
He criticised Susan Sontag 
for suggesting that the 
abuse could simply be 
attributed to ‘them’, who- 
ever them happened to be. 
We are forced to see our 
whole society, including 
ourselves, as somehow 
implicated. I think this is 
right. Quite simply, how 
could a group of soldiers 
develop a mindset that 
thought that this kind of 
brutal humiliation of 



others, humili- 
a tion with 
pornographic 
overtones, 
could ever be 
contemplated? 
Indeed how could it come 
to be regarded as so accept- 
able that they could have 
photos of themselves abus- 
ing others, with grins on 
their faces? It is perhaps 
not unrelated that some- 
thing like 40% of the popu- 
lation apparently watch 
pornography on the internet. 

When the Munich 
Agreement was signed in 
September 1938 T S Eliot 
wrote that there were many 
people like himself who: 

W ere deeply shaken by 
the events ... in a way 
from which one does not 
recover ; persons to whom 
that month brought a pro- 
founder realisation of a 
general plight. ... the feel- 
ing which was new and 
unexpected was a feeling of 
humiliation, which seemed 
to demand an act of per- 
sonal contrition, of humili- 
ty, repentance and amend- 
ment; what had happened 
was something in which 
one was deeply implicated 
and responsible. It was not, 
I repeat a criticism of the 
government, but a doubt of 
the validity of a civilisation. 

We cannot distance our- 
selves from what happened 
simply by blaming a few 
misguided soldiers, or even 
a wrong-headed govern- 
ment. It raises questions, in 
T S Eliot’s words, about 
whether there is a more 
general plight, a doubt 
about the validity of a 
civilisation. 




Supporting mothers 

Angela Shepherd, adviser at a Christian charity which offers advice and counselling to women facing a 
crisis pregnancy, explains her work with schools and asks for your support 



THE charity PACES (formerly known as 
Care in Crisis) is a Counselling Centre, run 
by Christians, based in Desborough Road, 
High Wycombe. Our services are available 
to all women. Along with the other 160 
centres around the country, we are affiliated 
to the National Organisation Care Centres 
Network, which comes under the umbrella 
of CARE - Christian Action Research and 
Education. Other centres close to us can be 
found at Watford, Reading and Aylesbury. 

All the services offered at our centre are 
free and confidential. Pregnancy testing is 
available, with counselling and support for 
women facing a crisis pregnancy. A trained 
volunteer counsellor spends time alongside 
each woman, enabling her to make an 
informed decision about her pregnancy. 
Objective information is given about preg- 
nancy, the development of the baby, abor- 
tion methods and their effects. Support is 
offered to enable a client to tell her part- 
ner/parents about her situation. If a woman 
decides to continue with the pregnancy, 
practical advice on adoption and fostering 
is available. Support and practical help is 
offered with caring for the baby if she 



decides to keep her child. We also offer 
post-abortion counselling for women who 
are suffering pain, trauma and guilt follow- 
ing the experience of abortion, which may 
have happened many years ago. 

The outreach work of the centre involves 
talks to local groups. We are especially keen 
to get involved in schools and youth groups 
to help young people to make healthy, 
responsible choices in the area of sex and 
unplanned pregnancy. This may fall within 
either the PSHE (Personal, Social and Health 
Education), SRE (Sex and Relationship 
Education) or RE(Religious education) areas 
of the curriculum, and would usually be 
offered to pupils in years 6 to 11, aged 10 to 
16 years. 

We are in need of your support in sever- 
al ways: 

To pray for the work of the centre, the 
counsellors and the women and families 
affected by crisis pregnancy or abortion; 

People able to train to become volunteer 
counsellors, and then be willing and avail- 
able to give a few hours each week. The 
course is a 50-hour ACC (Association of 
Christian Counselling) accredited course 



involving weekly training; 

Any form of financial support for the 
work we do at the centre and within the 
community; 

Sites locally where we can display our 
posters and leaflets. 

If anybody is interested in the counselling 
training, please call Yvonne Davies on 
01494 678883. For any other aspects of 
our work that may interest you, please call 
Angela Shepherd on 01494 677754. This 
may perhaps be fundraising, you may be 
able to display a poster about our services, 
you may run a youth group that we could 
visit, or you may be a GP or Health Visitor 
who could invite us to come and talk to 
your team. Whatever your level of interest, 
we would be pleased to hear from you and 
look forward to receiving your call. 

Should you know of anybody facing 
such a situation now, with no centre near 
them, there is a National Helpline 
Freephone 0800 028 2228. Please also 
remember them, others in similar situa- 
tions, and the counsellors who support 
them in your prayers. 

Angela Shepherd [ Paces adviser 



Sex and the supermarket trolley ride 




'LET'S talk about sex' , enthused the 
Reading Evening post on its 'city woman' 
page, as it described how couples will be 
'making love in front of the cameras' for a 
new Channel 4 TV show. It is, apparently, 
'the one subject that sets us all talking'. Our 
obsession with sex is intriguing. The pres- 
sure's on to be walking around in a perma- 
nent state of arousal; whether we’re check- 
ing out frozen shepherd's pies by the cook 
chill cabinet in the supermarket, or waiting 
for the early train to Paddington. The impli- 
cation is, that if we do not instantly gratify 
our sexual responses then we will lead lives 
full of misery, neurosis and loneliness. 

Of course, our sexual drive is intricately 
woven into our human make-up, but it is 
not all we are. We are not defined by it. 
Christians worship a Triune and by defini- 



tion a relational being. In connecting with 
the mystery of three persons unified we can 
become part of something greater than our- 
selves. Is this cultural sexual obsession a 
brutal reminder of how we long for intima- 
cy and connection with others, but can 
think of no other way of achieving that 
end? And of how we crave to escape from 
the clutches of the dreary supermarket trol- 
ley via a sexual encounter that will take us 
way beyond the checkout into a heavenly 
hypermarket where, at last, we will find 
peace and serenity? I know I am sometimes 
seduced into believing that sexual connec- 
tion is sublime, a quick fix for longer term 
loneliness. I am discovering, it has to be 
said, rather reluctantly, as I face life after 
my own relationship break up, that the 
opposite is true. There is a delicatessen sec- 
tion in store, which has other relational 
options on offer, and this is proving to be 
an unexpectedly joyful, though often 
painful journey. I'll keep you posted. 

Human relationships appear to be at 
their most stretched in politics, so it is satis- 
fying to discover reconciliation after years 
of conflict and disagreement. The Thames 
Crossing group, reports the Henley 



Standard, and Reading Chronicle, have, 
after 81 years of lobbying, finally persuaded 
councils to consider the possibility of a new 
bridge from Oxfordshire to Berkshire. The 
situation has become untenable, according 
to one Oxfordshire councillor; 'Sonning is 
clogged up and Henley is suffering from 
acute constipation. There has to be a third 
crossing'. Although no definite action has. 
been agreed upon, it looks as if the discus- 
sions will not take another near century to 
reach a conclusion. Not a perfect solution, 
but progress, certainly. An example of how 
good relationships can produce positive 
results even in the trickiest circumstances. 

And for those of us who consider it to be 
a Christian essential to be concerned about 
the environment we inhabit, some good 
news from the Oxford Mail. Enthusiasts 
were being asked in June, to celebrate 'all 
living things' at the Wildlife Trust's centre 
at Sutton Courtenay, next to Didcot's 
power station. The earthy encouragement 
is up front; why not 'go wild' during a 
'biodiversity day'. With all that on offer, 
who needs a new Channel 4 sex series? 

Clare Catford presents BBC Radio 
Berkshire's Sunday morning programme 



Accommodation Available in Bath 

at Partis College 

(Registered Charity No. 200606) 

Modernised almshouse in unique setting, in listed building on outskirts of Bath, with 

good bus service, for Anglican lady over 50 years old. 

Contact:- Bursar, V W Wing, Partis College, Newbridge Hill, Bath BA 1 3QD 

Telephone: 01225 421532 
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View from here 




to the editor 



Home is where the hurt is 



According to 
Henley’s MP, 

Boris Johnson, 
the town has a 
‘wholly deserved 
reputation. ..as 
the safest place in 
Britain’. Or it did 
have until the recent tragic 
murder of two women in 
nearby Highmoor Cross. 
Johnson’s article in the 
Telegraph two days after the 
shooting expressed his belief 
that, ‘killings like these happen 
in America - not in Henley’. 

Then reports came 
through that the police had 
arrested the estranged hus- 
band of one of the dead 
women. This suddenly put a 
completely different complex- 
ion on things, because the sad 
fact is that killings like these 
happen throughout the UK 
(and, indeed, throughout the 
world) on a regular basis. If 
you are a woman at the 
mercy of a violent partner, no 
place is safe unless it’s some- 
where you are sure he can’t 
find you. Johannesburg, LA, 
Toxteth, Wyre Piddle or 
Highmoor Cross: all are 
equally unsafe for victims of 
domestic abuse. In Britain, 
the figures are sobering. 
Domestic violence accounts 
for nearly a quarter of all 
recorded violent crime; one 
incident of domestic violence 
is reported to the police every 
minute, and on average, a 
woman will endure 35 
attacks before she goes to the 
police. Every year around 
150 people (120 women and 
30 men) are killed by a cur- 
rent or former partner. On 
average, that’s two women a 
week. 8% of male murder vic- 
tims and nearly 50% of 
female murder victims are 



killed by a partner 
or ex-partner. 

When the 
Highmoor Cross 
news came 
through, I was 
reminded that it was 
almost exactly a 
year since members of the 
Board for Social Respons- 
ibility’s domestic abuse 
working group visited 
Henley Deanery Synod. This 
was to give a presentation as 
part of the awareness-raising 
programme following 
Diocesan Synod’s adoption 
of the Domestic Abuse 
Charter in March 2003. Our 
message, as usual, was ‘don’t 
ever think it couldn’t happen 
here’. Domestic violence 
occurs across society, regard- 
less of age, race, wealth and 
geography. So yes, Boris, even 
in quiet leafy villages in beau- 
tiful parts of Oxfordshire, 
domestic abuse is real. 

It is real in Christian 
homes and families too, 
which is another reason for 
ensuring that, as a church 
community, we are well- 
informed about the causes, 
manifestations and effects of 
domestic abuse. Last October 
BSR ran a one-day introduc- 
tory training event for con- 
cerned clergy and laity. This 
workshop is to be repeated 
on Tuesday 19 October at 
Diocesan Church House. 
Representatives of a range of 
secular agencies will be pres- 
ent to share information and 
expertise, and workshops 
will focus on the theological, 
pastoral and spiritual issues 
that emerge as we work to 
combat domestic abuse. 
Contact the BSR for details 
Alison Webster is Diocesan 
social responsibility adviser 




Welcoming parents; child communion; Church weddings 



Infant Baptism 
FOLLOWING on from your 
article ‘Welcoming parents to 
baptism’, (May DOOR) we 
have found that encouraging all 
new parents to come to mid- 
week Tiny Tots services (20 
minutes in the church, taken by 
the Vicar) has proved a won- 
derful stepping stone into full 
church life and worship. 

Those enquiring about baptism 
have an easy way in as they are 
especially invited to make their 
baptism arrangements with the 
Vicar after the service. They thus 
get to know their Vicar in an 
informal atmosphere and he them; 
friendships are made with other 
parents and with Mothers Union 
members who welcome, visit and 
befriend them. 

Up to 70 mothers and their 
babies and under-fives attended 
each time and right back from 
starting Tiny Tots services in the 
early 1960s, we have found them 
to be one of the greatest growing 
points and harvest fields for the 
church, as parents gradually came 
on to enjoy Sunday worship too, 
and found meaning for their lives 
and support in family life. 

Jane Eastgate 
High Wycombe 

MY son-in-law is an atheist. 
My daughter (baptised but not 
confirmed) says she does know 
what she believes. However, 
she wished to be married in 
our local village church and he 
was happy to go along with 
this, to please her. He was also 
willing to be baptised at the 
time, if that was required, 
though he told our then-vicar 
that he would not mean any 
promises he had to make. 
Our vicar did not insist. 

My daughter wanted to take 
their first son to church for 
‘non-religious’ thanksgiving or 
blessing - an anomaly when 
we would be in God’s house! 
However; the vicar was pleased 
to accommodate this wish. We 
had a lovely service with all 
their young married friends 



present, two of them having 
been chosen as ‘sponsors’. The 
ceremony included relevant sec- 
ular poems and readings, a cou- 
ple of hymns known to the 
young congregation and the 
vicar also chose to read a mov- 
ing ‘non-religious’ passage and 
gave a short talk, touching 
lightly on spiritual aspects. God 
was certainly present! 

When their daughter was 
born, they approached the 
incumbent again. He was a 
different vicar; but also co- 
operated, and we had another 
lovely ceremony. He comment- 
ed that the baby was obvious- 
ly much loved. I think I was 
the only regular worshipper. 

By the time their third child, a 
boy, was bom, they had moved 
to the outskirts of Newbury. 
My daughter approached the 
vicar of the church a few yards 
from their house and asked for 
a similar ceremony, only to be 
told, ‘We don’t do that sort of 
thing here’. Obviously, he and 
his PCC had the right to stipu- 
late what went on in ‘their’ 
church, but the reaction of the 
family was not sympathetic. 
My daughter has not pursued 
the matter so my grandson, 
now five, has still not been 
brought to church. 

Iris Lloyd 
Beedon, Newbury 



Child communion 
UNTIL I moved to Oxford 
Diocese last June I attended a 
church in a peripheral council 
estate in Coventry. We had for 
some years a priest who, with 
the agreement of the Bishop, 
encouraged children to receive 
communion before confirma- 
tion. We had a group of very 
faithful children from non- 
churchgoing families who each 
Sunday got themselves up and 
ready for church without 
parental support. They behaved 
in a reverent manner even dur- 
ing periods of silent prayer or 
meditation. The teaching they 
received was both informal 



through contact with members 
of a worshipping community 
and formal in a Sunday Club 
which took place during the 
Ministry of the Word. Sadly, 
when this priest left, the new 
priest excluded these children 
from communion and they 
gradually drifted away from the 
church. 

I believe that the 'hurdle' of 
confirmation is something 
imposed by the church. As bap- 
tised members of the church chil- 
dren should not be excluded 
from communion. They should be 
encouraged and supported in their 
search for God and this process 
should include receiving commun- 
ion if they feel ready to do so. 

I also believe that once a child 
has been accepted as a commu- 
nicant they should be allowed to 
‘continue. Our children at St 
Chad's felt rejected when refused 
communion by a priest whose 
views differed from her predeces- 
sor Perhaps a card from a child's 
own church could be issued to 
support their approach to the 
altar in a different church or 
after a change of incumbent. 
Martha Young 
by email 



Strategy misdirected 

I AM currently preparing a case 
to our Deanery Pastoral 
Committee to replace our rec- 
tor who is about to retire. This 
Committee has the difficult 
task of cutting paid clergy posts 
to meet Diocesan demands; we 
are one of the poorer Deaneries 
and up to now have been sub- 
sidised by the richer ones. 

We have young people coming 
along, the numbers of occasion- 
al offices that a large urban 
population demands, the num- 
ber of schools and their con- 
tacts with the clergy, communi- 
ty chaplain opportunities, out- 
lines of our efforts to live and 
spread the Gospel by serving 
the community (for example, 
by running youth clubs weekly 
and in the holidays). But my 
case will attempt also to show 



that we have few laity with the 
background to become OLMs 
or LLMs and many of these, on 
retirement, leave for areas 
where the house prices, traffic 
and pollution are less. We badly 
need a stipendiary replacement. 
Surely these or similar criteria 
are what the Diocese should 
apply and not leave cutting 
posts to the Deanery alone, as it 
is too close to be objective? 
David A.Tawney 
Windsor 



Church weddings 

I received a copy of your news- 
paper through my sons school 
and would like to comment on 
the article that you have on 
weddings. 

I feel that the comparison of a 
civil and church wedding is inac- 
curate. Having worked in the hotel 
industry for a number of years I 
have seen many 'on site' weddings 
cost thousands and vice versa. To 
use a comparison of costs, we need 
to look at the whole package such 
as dress; invitations; type of meals; 
cake; photographs; number of 
people and probably the largest 
expense is alcohol. 

The cost of weddings varies 
dependant on what the couple 
wants and not on the place it is held. 

We have many church wed- 
dings which do not bankrupt the 
couple. A solution is to have a 
register of members of your 
church who can cater for photo- 
graphs, cakes etc or a list of local 
people who have been used from 
other churches. Surely in an area 
with the number of churches we 
have we can put together this 
type of register for all those in 
churches to use? 

Your article does not do a fair 
comparison and would put many 
of our non-church going families 
off the idea of a church wedding. 
This is an area where we work so 
hard to include them in our com- 
munity and offering them a church 
wedding can be a huge door open- 
er to them finding faith in Christ 
Kathryn Burgoyne 
by email 
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26 JULY - 31 JULY 2004 

AMS CRAFTS MUSIC COOKING 



30 Different Creative Courses 
communicated with enthusiasm 
and good humour 

richard@thespeeds.freeserve.co.uk 

www.oxfordsummerschooi.com 

*TT. ' 





Details from: 

RICHARD SPEED 

Gable End 

Hatford 

Faringdon 

Oxon SN7 8JF 

Fax/Tel: 01367 710593 




The Mothers Union 
Oxford Diocese 

require a 

Desk Top Publisher 
To set up our quarterly 
Newsletter called FOCUS 
Ready for Printing. 

To receive a Word Document file 
and a few pictures from our Editor 
by email; and to set up, in an A3 
sheet (that will be folded to A4) and 
sent electronically to our Printer, 

4 times a year. 

Contact: Tina Gayle 
Marketing Co-ordinator 
mu@tinagayle.com 

Tel: 0778 111 8086 



JULIET HEMINC/RAY 

CHURCH TEXTILES 



Creative and professional church 
textile designers, who sketch specifically with 
your thoughts in mind - you don't need to he 
able to draw, that's our skill. 




Our products include over 2000 stole and 
preaching scarf designs, copes, mitres, 
chasubles, altar frontals, pulpit falls, banners, 
clerical shirts, and large stretched panels. 



Please contact us for further information 



Come and see us at the 4th 
Midlands CRE Exhibition, - or - 

|27 - 29 October 2004 J 

Browse the website to see samples of our work 



27 Derwent Business Centre, Clarke St, 
Derby, DEI 2BU 

Tel - 01332 300740 Fan - 01332 292017 
jhct#ch urch-textites.ce.uk 



www. church-textiles, co.uk 
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WWW. ECCLESIASTICAL .co.uk 



INSURANCE YOU CAM lltllVI IN 




At Ecclesiastical we believe that the care of your church is vital for future generations. 
We're as passionate and dedicated as you are, which is why most churches in the UK put us first 
for insurance. So if you're looking for an outstanding service and comprehensive cover, believe 
in us. For more information in the Oxford area, please call Nick Yearsley on 07740 378603 

A rrwmb^r of the General Insurance Standards Council. 



What do y 
a new app 



by Rebecca Paveley 

SAY the words ‘Religious 
Education’ to any student or 
pupil and the chances are he or 
she will switch off. It is often 
seen as a ‘dud’ subject, one not 
taken seriously by those striv- 
ing for academic success. And 
teachers themselves admit that 
they find it difficult to teach - 
particularly the elements 
which focus on Christianity. 
Brought up in the UK with its 
prevailing Christian culture, 
some teachers feel they don’t 
need to ‘learn’ about 
Christianity in the way they do 
Islam, or Hinduism. 

It was realising this that led 
a small group of churches to 
act. What started as a small 
project working with schools 
has mushroomed as more 
churches of all denomina- 
tions*, and more schools, and 
more teachers sign up. The 
Churches Together in Earley 
and East Reading schools proj- 
ect now encompasses 14 
schools and 18 churches as 
well as two education authori- 
ties. Their aim is to work with 
schools to teach children about 
Christianity. As Simon 
Howard, who helps to run the 
project, said: ‘We aren’t here to 
evangelise or to convert, but to 
educate.’ 

The project has also formed 
links with other faith commu- 
nities for work in collective 
worship and 6th forms. 

Initially some teachers were 
perhaps sceptical of the 
churches’ motives, but now all 
the schools are wholeheartedly 
on board. 

I went to sit in on a session 
with children from Loddon 
Junior School in St Nicholas’ 
Church, Earley. 

The children march in to the 
church and sit down in front 
of the altar confidently. The 
session starts in silence as 



Julia, who is leading the ses- 
sion and vicar Dan Tyndall 
and the other volunteers start- 
ed clapping, rhythmically. The 
children are separated into 
groups - all in silence - and 
begin clapping to different 
rhythms. All silent, all com- 
pletely absorbed, and all utter- 
ly unlike any other experience 
of teaching religious education 
I have come across before. 

Dan Tyndall said: ‘We want 
to show children that this 
church isn’t a building where 
nobody comes, but a living 
place where Christians come to 
worship daily. There is a life 
here that is dynamic and excit- 
ing and we want to show them 
some of that.’ 

This session is called Signs 
and Symbols and the children 
move on to work in small 
groups on tables, making can- 
dles and doves and cutting out 
the shape of their hands. Each 



v We show children this 
church isn't a building 
where nobody comes, 
but a living place' 



table is headed by volunteer 
adult, a member of one of the 
church congregations. As they 
work with the children, they 
ask them questions about the 
symbols and teach them, gen- 
tly, what each means to 
Christians. Cutting out hand 
shapes leads to conversations 
about shaking hands and say- 
ing the peace in church; candles 
spark conversations about 
Jesus as the light of the world. 
Each activity, each conversa- 
tion is low-key, natural and 
entirely unforced. For the 
whole 75 minute session, not 
once do I see a child - and 
remember these are all active 
seven and eight year olds - 
looking bored or misbehaving. 
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Education 



ou do, vicar?: 
roach to R.E. 



At the end, the children 
return to the centre and sit 
down. Dan sums up the session 
and talks the children through 
the signs and symbols they 
have made. Throughout he is 
careful to prefix his remarks 
with ‘Christians believe...* 
Some sessions begin with reas- 
surances to the children, and 
the teachers, that no-one is 
there to try and convert them. 

This is extremely important, 
says Simon. This is all about edu- 
cation, it is about enabling chil- 
dren to learn about Christianity 
from people who believe it is true. 
We want them to deal with the 
living faith, not cardboard cut- 
out versions from textbooks. 

‘We have excellent relation- 
ships with the schools - they 
tell us what they want from us 
and we provide it.’ 

Julia gives teachers an infor- 
mation pack, setting out what 
the churches can offer in terms 
of RE classes. She is employed 
by the project just 6 hours a 
week - as always, money is the 
issue. Simon, who is also a 
parish priest, is paid for 25% of 
his time on the project by the 
diocese but there is now more 



work than there are staff to 
manage it, though they have 
the support of more than 50 
volunteers for the primary 
school project alone. The proj- 
ect is looking to raise £60,000 
to enable it to extend further. 

RE classes in churches are 
only one part of the project: 
volunteers also work with the 
secondary school Maiden 
Erlegh, where clergy and youth 
workers carry out assemblies 
and give support in RE lessons 
and general studies, including 
sessions on ‘What a vicar does’. 
‘Those sessions are some of the 
most challenging’, says Simon, 
with a smile. 

The head of Maiden Erlegh, 
Peter Thomas, says the project 
had ‘a tremendous impact on 
the school’. 

‘Often in schools when the 
clergy come in its rather like a 
moon landing and they are out 
again. This model is concerned 
about building relationships 
and having open and frank 
conversations with children.’ 

The school was commended 
by Ofsted for its approach to 
spiritual development. 

The project also runs an after 



school club and offer pastoral 
support to staff and pupils in 
primary schools. Its achieve- 
ments, in just a few short years, 
are tremendous. 

Gill Allison, one of the dioce- 
san schools advisors, said: ‘This 
a high quality gift to school 
from a whole range of people 
in these local churches, man- 
aged in consultation with 
schools and offering them the 
support they want.’ 

But children and the schools 
aren’t the only ones who gain 
from this project. Volunteers 
and the church do too. Dan 
says: ‘Members of our congre- 
gations are really forced to 
think about their faith by the 
children. They have to explain 
what they believe in a meaning- 
ful way. You can’t bluff with 
children, as we all know. These 
sessions are the best Bible study 
groups going for adults!’ 

As Pete and Margaret, a 
married couple who volunteer 
for the classes, testified: ‘It is a 
real challenge. But the kids 

seem to love it, and so do we.’ 

* Churches involved in the project 
include Baptist, Anglican, United 
Reformed, Methodist, Roman Catholic, 
Greek Orthodox and Salvation Army. 




New ways of sharing the age-old stories 




by Jenny Hyson 



In a church on the edge of downtown Houston 
a group of thirteen 4-6 year olds eagerly jostle 
to enter a room that has been turned into a spe- 
cial place to be with God. The adult ‘welcom- 
er welcomes the children at the door and when 
their feet have stopped running and their noisy 
chatter quietens she asks them if ‘ They are 
ready?’ They nod and quietly enter the room 
and take up their place on the floor in a circle 
with the storyteller. 

Around them , neatly ordered on 
low wooden shelves , are baskets 
of smooth wooden figures and 
intriguing gold boxes. Along the 
back wall are shelves with crayons 
and paints , pens , clay, scissors 
paper of all sizes and 
Everything about the room 
beautiful, and everything 
it’s own special place. 



As the children 
with the storyteller 
are beginning to 
from ordinary time 
place to the special 
and place of worship 
being close to God. 
the storyteller 
stands and says to the 
dren, ‘ Watch to see where 
go to get today’s story.’ 
children, eyes fixed on the 
ryteller, watch as a gold 
brought into the centre of the 
cle - T wonder what this could 
be... ?’ asks the storyteller as she 



Godly Play isn’t just about sharing God’s story 
with children but is also about inviting them to 
‘wonder’ about the story and their place in it. 
Then using the available art and story materials 



runs her finger around the edge of the gold box 
which contains the materials for telling the 
parable of the Lost Sheep to the children. 

This alternative approach to religious educa- 
tion in Christian settings is called Godly Play 
and has a long history of research and develop- 
ment. While many of the ideas and practices 
may be new, challenging and inspiring to us, we 
can take heart from the fact that this is not an 
untested novelty way of telling bible stories. 
The work of Rev. Dr Jerome Berryman, and Dr 
Sophia Caveletti before him, 
represents years of expe- 
rience with countless 
different children, 
teachers and 



situations from which we can but learn and 
respond for our own children. 

Jerome Berryman was present at the last 
Diocesan conference, so it was a great joy for 
me to be invited early in May to an 
International conference in Houston Texas, 
and then to be able to spend time in downtown 
Houston with Jerome, meeting and sharing 
with some of those using Godly Play in the 
States. The scene I paint at the beginning of this 
article was my experience in the church I visit- 
ed on the Sunday morning. 

But you don’t have to go all the way to 
Houston to see Godly Play in action or to find 
out more about it, as since the Diocesan con- 
ference Godly Play has been an important part 
of the training I’ve offered in this Diocese to 
those looking for fresh ways of engaging chil- 
dren with God’s story. A small number of 
churches will be replicating the scene I 
painted at the beginning as they use the 
Godly Play method of introducing chil- 
dren to the language and stories of our 
Christian faith in this exciting and 
often challenging way. 

‘But what age of children is Godly 
Play for?’ I am often asked. One of the 
exciting discoveries of leading adult train- 
sessions on the use of Godly Play has been 
the way that adults too have been challenged 
and met with God in new and surprising ways 
when they see these smooth wooden figures 
come to life in the ‘Desert Box’ or simply on an 
underlay of coloured felt cloth. 



the children are invited to respond to the story in 
their own particular way to what they have 
thought or experienced. 

A green piece of felt is carefully taken from 
the gold box and laid out on the floor, T won- 
der what this could be?’ asks the storyteller. ‘A 
field,’ ( A football pitch’ the children respond 
excitedly. Then the mood changes as to the felt 
is added little wooden sheep and the wooden 
figure of the Good Shepherd. And so the story 
begins, and the little wooden figures come to 
life in the hands of the story teller, the eyes of 
every child is held fixedly on the unfolding 
story before them and when the story is over 
they begin to wonder again only this time in a 
deeper more profound way, T wonder what 
this place could really be? I wonder if you have 
ever had to go through dark and dangerous 
places? I wonder if you have ever been lost? I 
wonder if you have ever been found? I wonder 
if you have ever heard the Good Shepherd call 
you by name... I wonder! 

If you would like to find out more about Godly 
Play or would like to book onto one of the two 
Godly Play days (details below) in July then contact 
Jenny Hyson on 01865 208255 or email childoffi- 
cer@oxford.anglican.org 

Jenny Hyson is children's officer for the 
Diocese of Oxford 

Workshop 1: Introduction to Godly Play 

Saturday 17th July, venue to be confirmed in 
Ascot 10.00am - 4.00pm 
Godly Play Quiet Day for Adults 

A day of quiet and led reflections using the 
Godly Play method of story telling 

Tuesday 6 July, The Thomley Centre 
Worminghall Oxon 10.00am - 3.00pm 

Photos Frank Blackwell 
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Advertising 

E Taylor & Sons 

FUNERAL SERVICES 
MEMORIAL MONUMENTAL WORK 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 



Private Chapel 
of Rest 



1 



24 Hour 
Personal Service 



21 Corbett Road, Carterton, Oxon 

01993 842421 

- Advertisement Feature - 




A simple quiet funeral or something more 



Established since 1832 



1 



c 



Thomas 

akebread Ltd 



■ Funeral Directors 

& Monumental Masons of Distinction 
Proprietor: Mr & Mrs J Else 
INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN FIRM 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 

Traditional or Pre-arranged Funerals made in our Funeral 
Home, or in the comfort of your own Home. 

u Our Family Caring For Your Family 

In Your Time of Need” 



Tel: 111295 262069 cuHourSciw 

I vnu'lon OflitT. K«l. Orovtm. Itanburv. Ov»n < »\h> 7K\Y 




A Local Independent Family Business 



OLD FORGE, WETHERED RD, 

MARLOW 

(01628) 898866 

891 LONDON ROAD, 

LOUDWATER, HIGH WYCOMBE 

(01494) 472572 

• Personal attention day or night 

• Home visits by appointment 

www.arnold-funerals.co.uk 
PREPAYMENT PLAN AVAILABLE 



38 OAK END WAY, 
GERRARDS CROSS 

(01753) 891892 

32 GREGORIES ROAD, 
BEACONSFIELD 

(01494) 685000 
Private Chapel of Rest 



Losing someone you love is one of the hardest things in 
the world. You will need the support and care of friends 
and family throughout this difficult time. 

Choosing the right funeral director could seem daunting, 
but when you look for the Blue SAIF logo, you can be 
sure that you will be dealing with an Independent 
Funeral Director known for their excellence in caring. 

EDWARD CARTER v 

dp’sr" Funeral Directors &9S 

ML OMPASSION fBR I 

24 hour service 
DEDICATED CHAPEL OF REST 

A private, family business, upholding the 
traditional values of dignity and respect 
Pre-paid funeral plan 
1 07 South Avenue, Abingdon OX1 4 1 QS 

S (01235) 528293 ^ 



Established 200 Years 

K. Y. GREEN 

Independent Funeral Directors 
29 Cambridge Street, Aylesbury 
Bucks. HP20 1RP 

01296 482041 

24 Hour Emergency Service 

Private Chapel of Rest 
at Marsh Road, Little Kimble 

Golden Charter Funeral Pre Paid Funeral 
Plans Available 

Request your free detailed brochure NOW 



SURMAIN & HORWOOD 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
24 HOUR SERVICE 
MONUMENTAL STONEMASONS 

Incorporating The Funeral Department 
of Hobbs & Castle of Watlington 
PRIVATE FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 



The Green Crowell 
Chinnor 
(01844) 351323 






25 High Street 
Princes Risborough 
(01844) 274842 



All numbers offer a 24 hour emergency service 



Est Before 1879 

TOMALIN & SON 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Your local Henley Independent Funeral Service 
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames 



GOLDEN CHARTER 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 



Telephone: (01491) 573370 




m 



It’s good to know your 
Local Independent Funeral 
Director is SAIF 



GOLDEN CHARTER 

^FUNERAL PLANS 
>00%, 



w 



email: info@saif.org.uk 



The SAIF logo guarantees 
that your locally owned 
independent funeral directors 
within this feature are not 
part of a large conglomerate. 
Being members of The 
National Society of Allied and 
Independent Funeral 
Directors they will always 
have a basic funeral available, 
usually offer Golden Charter 
pre-paid funeral plans and 
most importantly, give 
complete peace of mind. 

SAIF National Office 
0845 2306777 

website: www.saif.org.uk 



Independent Funeral Directors have vast experience of 
caring for the needs of a family during stressful and emo- 
tional times. Whether you want a simple quiet funeral or 
something more, SAIF members will provide quality serv- 
ice and dedicated attention to all your needs. The 
National Society of Allied and Independent Funeral 
Directors, 

represent some six hundred Independent Funeral 
Directors, many being well established family businesses 
of high standing in their communities. 

Today many people seek to make provision to cover their 
own funeral costs. SAIF Funeral Directors recommend 
Golden Charter pre-paid funeral plans. The plan covers all 
of the costs with no hidden extras. The plan is not tied to 
any one Funeral Director, rather it gives your family the 
freedom to choose the most suitable in the time of need. 
When preparing for a funeral, remember to look for the 
blue SAIF logo, only displayed by Independent Funeral 
Directors - a reputation for care and tradition of excel- 
lence - supported by SAIF. 

To find out if your local funeral director is SAIF* contact the 
National Society of Allied and Independent Funeral 
Directors, SAIF Business Centre, 3 Bullfields, 
Sawbridgeworth, Herts CM21 9DB. 

Telephone: 0845 2306777 Fax: 01279 726300 or 
e-mail: info@saif.org.uk Website: www.saif.org.uk 




& Son Limited 



FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

AN INDEPENDENT FAMILY 
RUN SERVICE 
FOR 175 YEARS 

Ellen Lodge, Eldon House, 

157 Binfield Road, Bracknell. 36 Eldon Road, Reading. 

Tel: 01344 303707 Tel: 0118 957 3650 

Blyth House, 

158 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames 
Tel: 01491 413434 
www.info@abwalker.co.uk 
24 Hours Advice & Assistance 
GOLDEN CHARTER Pre-paid Funeral Plans 



o 



AGE CONCERN 
FUNERAL PLAN 



Prices from £ 1 ,645 + 

For more information, call 
Age Concern Oxfordshire 



AGE 



AFT700 



Tel: 01 235 849400 

Age Concern Milton Keynes 
Tel: 01908 201178 

Age Concern Berkshire 
Tel: 0118 959 4242 






Price shown for one-off payment for a Trust Plan. Other 
payment options available. Quotations available on request. ^ 



John and Maurice HUMPHR1S 

(Members National Association of Funeral Directors) 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
WHO CARE 

Since 1880 - The Humphris Family have 
served the local community. 



Still independent, 
their personal and 







.<§> 



OUR FAMILY SERVING 
YOUR FAMILY” 

ALBERT STREET, BANBURY 
Town Centre-Gients car park 
01295 265424 day and night 



m 



Greens 

Funeral 

Directors 



Established in 1866, by Henry Bernard Green; 
The Green family of Eynsham still offers a 
personal and professional service to families 
throughout Oxfordshire, Witney and the 
surrounding districts. 

Today, the business is still a family affair, fourth 
and fifth generations all working together with 
dedicated staff, to provide the quality, care and 
experience expected from independent family 
funeral directors. 

With funeral homes at both Eynsham and 
Witney, the Green family continues to carry on 
the reputation and services from a traditional, 
family-run business in their local community. 



<©• 



Sole 

Funeral Service 



Personal Service from a Qualified Funeral Director. 
Memorials designed and supplied 
to any area from our brochure. 

Bidstone Gose, Over Norton, Chipping Norton, Oxon 0X7 5PP 

Tel; 01608 644112 - any hour 



HOWARD CHADWICK 
FUNERAL SERVICE i 

A caring family owned 
Independent Funeral Directors 
Offering 24 hour prompt personal attention 
Private Dedicated Chapel of Rest 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 




Quality Memorial Designs 

Clockhouse Cottage, Benson Lane, Crowmarsh, 
Wallingford, Oxon 0X10 8ED. 

Tel: 01491 825222 



TRINDER FUNERAL SERVICE 

PART OF OXFORD, SWINDON & 
GLOUCESTER CO-OP 
OWNED BY THE COMMUNITY 
TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY 



MEMORIALS 
FREE DESIGN AND 
ESTIMATE SERVICE 

SERVICE CHAPEL 
AND PRIVATE 
CHAPELS OF REST 



w 

O 



PREPAYMENT 

PLANS 



AMPLE CLIENT 
CAR PARKING 



A CARING AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK 

(01295) 272207 

122 Middleton Road, Banbury 



r 



GREENS FUNERAL SERVICES 

Established 1866 

A family owned business with five generations 
of experience, offering a personal dignified 
24 hour service 

Private Chapels of Rest 

Funeral Directors Keith Green 
and Ian Green 

21 High Street, 

Eynsham, Oxford 

Tel: 01865 880837 
Fax: 01865 882831 






8 Bridge Street, 
Witney, Oxford 
& Memorial Showroom 

Tel: 01993 776486 



■ 









THE DOOR : JULY 2004 



13 - 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 





Balloons Land 



The Hawthorns, 18-19 Elton Road, 
Clevedon, North Somerset, BS21 7EH 
(01275) 790060 http://www.thehawthorns-clevedon.co.uk 



The Hawthorns 

Craeuwa Ref foment Nving 



On May 30th, Residents of The Hawthorns, Clevedon, launched 
balloons as part of a charity event. One day later, one landed in 
Dunkirk during the week of the D-Day celebrations! 

(see editorial) 



Dunkirk 



(Amid D-Day Celebrations) 
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From Basildon to St Barths: why a Berkshire 
clergyman moved to the Caribbean 



Charlie Vere Nicholl is a lawyer by pro- 
fession but for the last 25 years has been 
in the hotel industry. He trained on the 
St Albans and Oxford ministry course 
which he describes as a 'wonderful peri- 
od of formation'. He was ordained by 
Bishop Richard in 1999 then became 
curate in his home benefice of Basildon 
in Berkshire. But his journey in ministry 
took a surprising turn when he moved to 
the Caribbean. He continues the story: 

LITTLE did I think when I started my curacy in 
the Basildon Benefice in Berkshire that I would 
end up as priest in charge of a church with the 
same name as one at home, but some five thou- 
sand miles away in the French West Indies. 

My wife Mandy and I now live in Saint- 
Barthelemy, a small French island in the North 
Caribbean. We had holidayed here for many 
years having first come here on our honeymoon 
in the mid 80’s. While I was training for the 
non-stipendiary priesthood, it became apparent 
to me that after ordination, I could no longer go 
on both running a public hotel group, and have 
proper time for ministry. So I started looking 
around for a smaller business. By extraordinary 
coincidence, I was offered a hotel that I knew 
well in St. Barths. I was ordained in October 



1999 and by mid 2000 we had bought the hotel 
and in 2002, the Bishop of the North-East 
Caribbean and Aruba invited me to take over as 
priest in charge of the Anglican Church. 

Saint-Barthelemy is a small island - volcanic 
and only six miles square with a population of 
just 6,000. Until the mid 1960’s it was incredi- 
bly poor. There was no plantation and it 
remained largely populated by its original white 
French settlers - mostly Breton. Since then the 
island has developed a vibrant and thriving 
economy based on the tourist industry. St. 
Barths is fiercely French but with an interesting 
infusion of American culture. It is predominantly 
a Roman Catholic island, but there is a thriving 

'the desperate human need for love 
and healing is not unique to the 
materially poor 7 



Anglican church, with a wonderful mixture of 
cultures. 

Being a non-stipendiary Anglican Parish 
priest as well as being a local businessman 
makes for a very busy but thoroughly fulfilling 
life, contrary to the belief of most of my British 
friends that I spend the majority of my life lying 
on the beach! The contrast between taking 
Home Communion to one of my elderly lady 
parishioners with chickens wandering around my 



feet, and spending time with a stressed out invest- 
ment banker from New York who is searching and 
hurting despite a seemingly incalculable bank bal- 
ance, makes for a fascinating mix. 

There have been times when I’ve thought 
ministry here is all too convenient - a beautiful 
place which we both know and love, and an 
island which by any standards is highly afflu- 
ent. But, of course, the desperate human need 
for love and healing and discovery of true spir- 
itual centre is not unique to the materially poor. 

In the local predominantly French communi- 
ty, a working businessman priest was in many 
senses a contradiction in terms but one of the 
strengths of non-stipendiary priesthood is that 
people may find it easier to identify with some- 
one they perceive to live with the same pressures 
and strains as they do. Often in spending time 
with American tourists, both at our hotel and 
elsewhere, I sense a real desire to open up, to 
offload, to seek - however there has been the 
odd occasion that an unsuspecting hotel guest 
has turned up at church only to be astonished to 
see that the person celebrating mass was serving 
them in the restaurant the night before! 

Perhaps unsurprisingly, being an economy 
entirely fuelled by the service industry, the 
island has a large gay community. Originally, 
this challenged some of my own prejudices. I 
have been immensely humbled by the reaction 
of so many who have found both love and 




Celebrating Easter on St Barths 



acceptance in our church. Perhaps what has 
been most insightful, has been the many gifts 
that they bring to our church and most impor- 
tantly, the love of Christ that we find in their 
eyes. We also welcome a number of Jewish and 
Muslim guests to our church. It has been so 
humbling to see that God is as powerfully pres- 
ent to them among us as He is to the Christian 
congregation - this has made for fascinating 
theological reflection! 

Perhaps my fondest memory occurred was when 
I was taking Communion to an elderly Black resi- 
dent who reprimanded me (despite the 90° heat!): 
‘Father you’re improperly dressed!’ I was of course 
wearing black shorts with my black clerical collar! 

I feel immensely privileged to be part of this 
island’s community and have a clear sense that 
God has called me there. For how long? Only 
God knows - Mandy hopes it will be rather 
longer than God might have in mind! 






Ever wish you had a second 
chance at Education P 



RETURN TO LEARN 

at 



PLATER COLLEGE OXFORD 

• No entrance qualifications 

• No fees (subject to status) 

• No age too old (min age 19) 

Study for the 1 year Certificate of Higher 
Education course (equivalent to the first year of a 
university degree) pathways include: 

• Social Administration • Legal Studies 
• Theology and Religious Studies, Business 
Studies with Business Ethics and Politics and 
Development Studies 



SHORT COURSES ALSO AVAILABLE 

Including Counselling, Skills for Life and I.T. 

For more information contact Monica: 

• Call: 0800 083 0813 (Freephone) 

• Email: admissions@plater.ac.uk 




RCN: 309719 



JOIN 

US IN 

SEPTEMBER 




Plater College Oxford is an 
Adult Residential College - 

Since 1921 the College has specialised 
in courses for mature students who 
have left school with few or no 
academic qualifications. We are a 
unique community in which residence 
accelerates learning both through 
extending access to facilities and by the 
benefits of informal learning. Located 
in leafy surroundings in Headington, we 
offer a small, friendly, supportive 
learning environment. The College's 
Catholic foundation is inclusive of 
people of all faiths and none and the 
College benefits enormously from the 
diversity of its student body. Up to 80 
students enrol annually on the full-time 
Certificate of Higher Education course, 
which lasts a year and which enables 
students to progress to university 
degree programmes, or to employment. 
Students can live in our own purpose 
built accommodation, or attend daily. 
Students have access to facilities, such 
as libraries, lectures and entertainment 
within both the University of Oxford 
and Oxford Brookes University as well 
as within the College itself. Ages of 
students span from 20s to 70s and 
they come from the full spectrum of 



society, from all religions and cultures. 
The College welcomes enquiries from 
people with disabilities and support is 
offered during their study programme. 
In an age when lack of funding is a 
real obstacle for many students, those 
attending Plater are fortunate in that 
most are eligible for an Adult 
Education Bursary, this covers the cost 
of tuition fees and living costs 
including meals. If you have dependent 
children and qualify for the bursary, 
there is additional financial help 
available. 

In addition to the full-time course the 
College offers a programme of short 
courses, these too can be residential. 
Courses include information 
Technology, Counselling Skills, 
Mediation and many more. This year 
our week long Summer School is 
entitled 'Who is my neighbour' and will 
include lectures, workshops and 
discussions on the plight of refugees 
and asylum seekers. 

No entrance qualifications, no fees and 
no one is too old, the opportunities on 
offer at Plater College Oxford are not 
to be missed! We welcome enquirers 
to the College for informal discussions, 
please telephone to arrange a visit. 
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July Recipe: Rose Ice cream 

by our cookery writer Ann Way 



This month’s recipe comes from my 
daughter Jane who lives in Salisbury 
Because of her knowledge of herbs 
and flowers she is known as the 
flower lady. She is often asked to give 
talks and her latest was on roses. This 
is her recipe for rose ice cream: 

Ingredients 

1 packet of firm vanilla ice cream 

I cup of wild rose petals 

Half a cup of highly scented rose petals 

Half a cup of deep red rose petals, 

preferably scented 

1 and a half tblsp of castor sugar 

Half a teaspoon of rose essence or 1 

teaspoon of cooking rosewater 

4 fl oz of Rose wine (Blush Zinfadel is 

used by my daughter) 

12 crystallised rose petals 
1 egg white 
2oz castor sugar 

Method 

Wash the rose petals and dry them all 
on some kitchen paper. Reserve about 
12 of the pink ones to crystallize. Put 
the rest of the rose petals, wine, sugar 
and rose essence into a blender and 
whiz until smooth. Soften the ice 




cream slightly by chopping it up and 
add to the blender and continue 
whizzing until it is well incorporated. 
Place in a container and put it in the 
freezer. Stir it a few times now and 
then until it is freezing then leave 
overnight. 

To crystallize the rose petals for 
garnish, whip the egg white until firm 
but not stiff. Dip the petals in this and 
then into the castor sugar on both 
sides. Dry in the lowest heat in a fan 
oven or in an airing cupboard until 
firm and dry to touch. When wanted, 
serve icecream in glass dishes decorat- 
ed with rose petals. 



^PWorld Church' 

Ministering on the streets of Brazil 



RUTH Hollingdale left her home 
church of St Aldate’s, Oxford in 
October 2003 to work in the 
Anglican Diocese of Recife, Brazil. 
Sent by the South American 
Mission Society, the church where 
Ruth is based is in a local slum area 
or favela. Apart from job-training 
programmes for adults and a creche 
facility to help mothers go to work, 
they also have a dentist and paedia- 
trician who visit weekly, and are in 
the midst of building an orphanage. 
The church invited Ruth to co-ordi- 
nate the medical and health initiatives 
of this project, and assist in other 
areas of ministry and evangelism. 

Six months have passed and Ruth 
is settling into her new role. The 
Portuguese lessons have been a hard 
slog and she considers a miracle is 
needed to master the language! The 
provision of a flat around 
Christmas time and a companion to 
share it with seems to have suffered 
a setback as the landlady wants it 
back later in the year. Trying to set 
up home in another culture and 
language is hard work and the 
thought of another house move is 
disheartening. Nevertheless, Ruth 
believes that God has these details 
under control! 

There are plans to start a new 
street kid project in Recife next year 



and Ruth has set up a prayer group 
in preparation for the venture and 
to raise up interest. Ruth’s work on 
the streets has been great prepara- 
tion for this. On two occasions 
before Christmas she visited a street 
boys’ drop-in centre called SOS 
Crianca. Despite financial difficul- 
ties and an almost derelict building 
the project befriends and helps 
some of the most troubled children 
she has ever met. Ruth says, ‘It 
broke my heart to meet young 
teenagers already transvestites and 
to see others with such glazed eyes 
caused by glue-sniffing.’ She contin- 
ues to work alongside the health 
workers in the favela. She explains: 
‘I seem to be acting as a bridge 
between our middle class church 
and the favela. My willingness to 
work inside the favela is stirring up 
other folks in the church that have 
felt too scared to go there, and up 
till now only help from a distance.’ 
Prayer for a willing team to be 
raised up from within the church to 
work ‘hands-on’ with the favela 
community is a priority. Briga de 
Galo favela desperately needs some 
drainage/sewage ditches put in 
because every time it rains people’s 
houses flood with sewage water. 
Ruth has been showing photo- 
graphs of the poor conditions to 



folks at her church to mobilise peo- 
ple to do something about it and 
make a difference. 

If you want to find out more 
about Ruth’s involvement in Recife 
or wish to receive her prayer letters 
or links to her photographs, please 
contact SAMS’ South West Area 
Representative, Tim Greenhalgh by 
email: swareasec@samsgb.org 



Church House to move! 

As the link with Kimberley and 
Kuruman has developed over recent 
years, more parishes have become 
involved in short term projects. We 
have recently heard of one which 
K&K have broken down into small 
packages in the hope it might inter- 
ested groups from the Oxford Diocese. 
Significant changes are being made to 
St Cyprian's cathedral site and the 
diocesan centre in order for the two to 
function more effectively. In total, 
£16,100 is needed for the work but 
this is broken down into smaller proj- 
ects such as exterior work £3030, 
Bishop's office £1250, air condition- 
ing (very important!) £2500, lighting 
£900 and plumbing £460. Contact 
me for further details. 

Nick Molony, co-ordinator of link with 
Diocese of Kimberley and Kuruman 



ft 



4 $ Funeral Planning 






With Age Concern it’s so easy 
and means peace of mind for you 
and your loved ones. 

• Save money by planning and arranging 
your fumeral - fixed at today’s prices 

• Easy payment options to suit you 



Pop in or call us for a free 
Age Concern Funeral Plan information pack 



Age Concern Oxfordshire 
St Edmunds House 
39 West St Helen's Street, Abingdon 
Tel: 01 235 849400 




Age Concern Milton Keynes 
The Food Centre ( I st Floor) 
791 Avebury Boulevard 
Milton Keynes MK9 3JT 
Tel: 01 908 201178 



Age Concern Berkshire 
St Andrews House 
Wilton Road Reading RG30 2SS 
Tel: 01 18 959 4242 



Please Quote Ref: SFP786 



Pre-planning a funeral eases ^ 
financial and emotional stress 

Pre-Planned Funerals enable people to choose the type of funeral they would 
like and pay for it at today's prices. With the cost of funerals rising, planning 
could lead to a saving of hundreds of pounds. 

Whilst nobody can predict future funeral costs, it's a fact that prices are rising 
every year. The average cost of a funeral today is around £1 650 but it is 
projected that by 2012 this will rise to £3 350*. 

Julie Fraser, Trading Manager at Age Concern Milton Keynes says "Funerals prove 
to be an enigma for families in the twenty-first century. We can't talk about 
them, we reject making plans about them, yet we do worry about the pressure 
we will put on our family when we die." 

Planning ahead spares the family from financial pressure at a vulnerable time. A 
grieving family often finds it difficult to make the many decisions involved in 
arranging a funeral for a loved one. A pre-arranged funeral eases this stress and 
ensures that the funeral can be carried out according to the loved ones wishes. 
Jayne Allsop at Age Concern Oxfordshire adds, "Too few people plan ahead for 
the inevitable. That is precisely why Age Concern offers a funeral plan - so that 
people can plan their funeral years in advance and not worry about leaving their 
families to cope." 

Janet Bushnell, Trading Manager at Age Concern Berkshire says: "We are happy 
to talk about pre-arranging your funerals and we care about making the 
arrangements right." 

The Age Concern Funeral Plan provides flexible plans and payment methods to 
suit varying requirements. The Age Concern Funeral Plan is provided from our 
partnerships with Dignity, the funeral provider and Norwich Union, the insurer. 
These partnerships ensure that we can offer the ideal product for our 
customers at competitive prices. 

* Source - Dignity Funeral Services 

The Age Concern Funeral Plan (Life Insurance payment option) is offered by 
Age Concern Funeral Services Ltd. 

Age Concern Funeral Services Ltd (ACFS) represents only the Norwich Union 
Marketing Group, members of which are authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Services Authority for life assurance, pensions and investments. 

The Age Concern Funeral Plan (Trust fund payment option) is offered by 
Advanced Planning Limited, a company incorporated in England and owned by 
Dignity Pre-Arrangement Ltd, (a subsidiary of Dignity Ltd) and by Age Concern 
Enterprises Ltd (ACEnt). ACEnt is wholly owned by Age Concern L igland 
(registered charity No. 26 1 794) 
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Greenbelt04 



27-30 August 2004 



Freedom Bound 



Greenbelt04 
27-30 August 




LAMBCHOP— 


DAME ANITA RODDICK OBE_ 


JAMELIA— 


DELIRIOUS?— 


JOHN BELI 


PETER CASE- 


JOHN KEANE'S THE 


YASMIN ALIBHAI-BROWN— 


THE HANDSOME FAMILY- 


INCONVENIENCE OF HISTORY- 


ROBERT NEWMAN- 


THE F- WORD PROJECT- 


ROWAN WILLIAMS- 


DENYS BAPTISTE- 


RON SEXSMITH— 


ROBERT BECKFORD- 


COLOURSCAPE- 


MARTYN JOSEPH- 


GP TAYLOR- 


SINGALONGA JOSEPH- 


NATURAL THEATRE CO_ 



This year enjoying its 
31st festival, Greenbelt is 
on the up. With a line-up 
including great live music 
(contemporary and 
classical), performing and 
visual arts, all-age and 
late night comedy, 100s of 
talks, and loads of stuff 
for kids and teenagers, 
Greenbelt is a broad- 
church coalition of 
Christians from all 
denominations (and none) 



who gather yearly to 
celebrate the Kingdom in 
festival form. 

The selected headliners 
above don’t paint the full 
picture - although they do 
represent a flavour of the 
wonderfully diverse blend 
of artists and speakers 
you would only ever find 
together at Greenbelt. But 
to really get what it's all 
about, you have to be there. 



Cheltenham Racecourse Book before 31 July 2004 

to save on site ticket prices 

„**««*, j. www.greenbelt.org.uk 

<S| ChristianWAid 020 7374 2760 



Held at Cheltenham 
Racecourse, Greenbelt 
combines a green field 
festival experience with a 
degree of home comfort. 

Last year, 15,000 were there. 
This year, we are planning 
for 17,500 and we hope you 
and your church groups 
will be among them. 

And tell your vicar! Because 
first-time church leaders 
get in free. 

j£s mat ^ 42HI 
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The delights of 
Cotswold Wildlife Park 

The beauty and range of the gardens at the Cotswold 
Wildlife Park are often a delightful surprise to the many 
visitors, especially those with a particular interest in 
gardening themselves. There are traditional herbaceous 
borders, imaginative container planting and parterre on 
the terrace of the Manor House, the animal enclosures 
are landscaped with suitable planting and beds of 
grasses and perennials delight the eye. 

During the summer months the former walled Kitchen 
Garden of the Manor House has a very exotic 
atmosphere with the planting out of bananas, daturas, 
canna lilies and unusual delicate annuals; the calls of 
the lemurs, kookaburras, parrots and squirrel monkeys 
adding greatly to the ambience. Here can be seen the 
"arid-scape" landscaping, with its underground heating, 
of the meerkat enclosure, and the Tropical House. There 
are many fine old trees including an oak thought to be 
at least six hundred years old and a Wellingtonia, a 
youngster of 130 years, reaching 40 metres high. 

There are daily displays of parrot flying and penguin 
feeding; at weekends from 17th/18th July to 4th/5th 
September there will also be Birds of Prey flying 
demonstrations. Look out for the young animals in the 
farmyard, the baby otters in the Walled Garden and the 
Siamang youngster. For more information see the 
website www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk A great family 
day out adults £8.00, children (age 3-16) and senior 
citizens £5.50. 

Maureen Clifford 



Young Nicola joins 
Joolsonce again 

The Musical Extravaganza at 
Glastonbury Abbey - now in 
its ninth year - boasts an 
impressive line up with more 
acts, and indeed more nights, 
than ever before. 

This year sees a very special 
welcome return of 16 year old 
musician Nicola Benedetti. 
Miss Benedetti will take to the 
stage on the same evening as 
the fantastic Jools Holland. 
Nicola, who studied at Yehudi 
Menuhin violin school from the 
age of 10 was voted BBC 
Young Musician of the Year in 
May. She is now on the brink 
of signing a £1 million record 
deal. Last year Nicola 
delighted the 10,000 strong 
audience with her impressive 
violinistic skills - an amazing 
performance set in front of the 
largest audience she had ever 
played for. The Extravaganza 
organisers are delighted to 
have her back. 

There is something for 
everyone over the weekend 
with local Somerset resident 
Van Morrison kicking off the 
Extravaganza on Friday 30th 
July. 

On Saturday evening the 
concert reflects its original 



PORTSMOUTH 

CATHEDRAL 

‘England’s kistoric Catkedra lkytk e sea’ 




• Built in 1185 and completed in 1991 
• Mediaeval East End and Transepts 
• Classical Quire 8 Tower • Romanesque Nave 
Navy Aisle and Mary Rose • Sailor's grave • D-Day window 
Major summer exhibitions - Book and gift shop 
Modern and Traditional Liturgy 

Tel: 023 9282 3300 

Website: www.portsmouthcathedral.org.uk 



classical roots with an evening 
with the Royal Philharmonic 
Orchestra providing a 
programme of popular 
classical pieces. The 
enchanting backdrop of the 
Abbey is emphasised on this 
night by spectacular fireworks 
and a water display. The 
atmosphere is truly magical. 
Sunday August 1st sees the 
triumphant return of Jools 
Holland playing with his 
Rhythm and Blues Orchestra, 
accompanied by his virtuoso 
drummer Gilson Lavis and 
compelling vocalists Sam 



Glastonbury Festival's other Musical Extravaganza Weekend 



Brown and Ruby Turner. 

The Extravaganza is a 
fantastic opportunity for the 
family to enjoy a diversity of 
musical talent. The 
combination of tuneful delights 
and the historic Abbey setting 
provide the perfect opportunity 
for the family to pack up a 
picnic. Setting up pitch early 
will ensure leisurely enjoyment 
of the evening's live 
entertainment. 

Tickets are available from 




COTSWOLD 

midlife Park 

• and Gardens • 

From ANTS to RHINOS in 
160 Acres of Parkland 

PLUS: 

★ ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 
★ CHILDREN’S FARMYARD 
★ CAFETERIA ★ INDOOR EXHIBITS 

OPEN EVERY DAY from 1 Oam except 25th Dec 



Burford, Oxon 0X18 4JW 
Tel: (01993) 823006 

Open daily from 10am. Mid-wav between 
Oxford & Cheltenham 
www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk 






Visit 

Lichfield Cathedral 

and share in 
1300 years of 
Christian witness 



See: 



The 8th Century Lichfield Gospels; 
Sculptures by Chantrey 8 Epstein; 
16th Century Flemish glass; 
Modern silver collection 

Coffee Shop 8 Restaurant 

Gift 8 Book Shops 

Open Daily 07.40 to 18.30 
Evensong Weekday 17.30 
Sunday 15.30 

For further information and Croup visits 

Tel: 01543 306240 

Email: enquiries @lichfield<athedral.org 
Visit the web site at: 
www.lichfield-cathedral.org 



Its time to Discover the HEART OF THE FENS 




On# of England# fin#at Norman 
Cathedra}#, sot amidst tmdtevat monastic 
buildings. Dally tours: The Stained Glass 
Muaetim. Got agon and West Tower tours 
(high season}. Brass Rubbing Gift shop 
refectory and restaurant. 

Opening Times: 

Summer: Daily ~ 7.00»m to 7 06pm 
Winter: Mon to Sat • 7.30am to 6.00pm 
Sun - 7.30am to 5.00pm 
Cathedral Enquires: Tel: Ot353 667735 



For a {roe guide to the district please call: 01353 662062 
or Email: tic^eastcambs.gov.uk quoting Reference CPub. 




Anticipate Escape Explore 

Discover Ely Cathedral at the Heart of the Fens 

The City of Ely is rich in history, charm and beauty and the 
jewel in the crown of the Fens. Formerly an island and 
surrounded by dramatic lowland fens, the city rises into the big 
wide-open skies. Dominating the skyline is one of the England's 
most beautiful and largest Cathedrals. This medieval cathedral 
is known locally as the 'Ship of the Fens' and is famous for its 
unique Octagon tower, which when lit can be seen for tens of 
miles. Its' history dates back to 673 when Etheldreda, Queen of 
Northumbria, founded a monastery on the Fenland Isle of Ely 
and was Abbess there until her death in 679. 

Work began on the present building in 1081, under the guidance 
of Abbott Simeon, and was completed by 1189. The Cathedral 
is a fine example of Romanesque architecture and is set within 
the walls of the Benedictine Monastery. 

In addition to a look around the Cathedral (during which time 
you may like to join a guided tour, or simply to explore the 
building in your own time) there is the opportunity to visit the 
Shop, Refectory and Almonry Restaurant, do a brass rubbing, 
take a tour of the Octagon Tower or ascend the West Tower for a 
fine view of the Fens, visit the Stained Glass Museum or tour 
the College buildings and Prior Crauden's Chapel which remains 
a symbol of the Cathedral's monastic past. 

Today, worship and music still play a central role in Cathedral 
life and visitors continue to come from all parts of the world, 
just as they have done for centuries. 

Ely is an ideal weekend break destination - for further 
information call Ely's TIC on 01353 662062 . 






Tourist Information Centres at 
Glastonbury, Wells, Shepton 
Mallet and Street and from 
the Glastonbury Abbey shop. 
The dates for your diary are 
Friday 30th July, Saturday 
31st July and Sunday 1st 
August 2004. 



An adult ticket will cost £25 
each. Children under 5 are free 
and school children between 5 
and under 16 get in for £10. 
Discounts are available if 
purchasing tickets for more 
than one evening. For two 
evenings the cost is £45, three 



evenings £65 and there is also 
a party booking option; buy 
15 tickets and get an extra 
one free. 

For more information about 
this event and tickets please 
call Glastonbury Festival 
Office on 01458 834596. 



Summer at Salisbury Museum 

17 July 10am - 4pm National Archaeology Day 

FREE to all 

Meet Phil Harding, Time Team/Wessex Archaeology 
7 August Bronze Age silver metalworking workshop 
apply for tickets 
21 August Junior Bug Hunt 
Normal admission for 'Bug Hunt' day 

The King's House, 65 The Close, Salisbury 
Tel: 01722 332151 www.salisburymuseum.org.uk 



Thatcham Nature Discovery Centre 



There's lots on offer to keep everyone busy 
during the holidays at the Thatcham Nature 
Discovery Centre so, look out for our family 
bug hunts and pond dipping sessions on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays throughout the 
holidays £3 per family, no need to book. 






Walk On The Wlldslde 

Monday 2nd August 
- Friday 27th August 

9am to 5pm 

(late & early drop off by arrangement) 

Our Summer Camps run throughout August offering a 
wide range of monthly outdoor fun for children to enjoy. 

• Games • Pond Dipping 
• Arts & Crafts • Wildlife Explorer Walks 
• Excursions 

to name but a few 
Small groups. Huge Fun. 

Book early to avoid disappointment. 

£22 per child per day, £100 per week 
(Discounted rate available for children 5 to 11 years) 

Thatcham Nature Discovery Centre 

Muddy Lane, Lower Way, Thatcham, Berks RG19 3FU 

Tel: 01635 874381 



Glastonbury Festivals presents the 

Glastonbury Abbey 



Musical Extravaganza Weekend 



VAN 

MORRISON 

FRIDAY 30 th JULY 2004 



Tfe (Hoyaf 
(Phifharmomc 
Orchestra 

Conductor ‘Brian "Wright 
Bmdyrus < Ma(e Cfmr 

SATURDAY 31 st JULY 2004 

SpectacuCar (Fireworks 
fc Water (Dispfay 



Jools Holland 

& His Rhythm 6 Blues Orchestra 

feeturlr* CmJBO* LAVIS 

and guest vocalists 
SAM BROWN & RUBY TURNER 



SUNDAY T AUGUST 2004 

Featuring Nicola Benedetti 
BBC Young Musician of the Year 



Gates open 5.30pm 

Advance Ticket Bookings: 1 evening £25 « 2 evenings £45 - 3 evenings £65 (Credit Cards -£i -so surcharge per transection) 

£S surcharge for tickets purchased at the gate (subject to availability) 

Available from Tourist Information Centres at: 

Glastonbury: 01458 832020 « Weils: 01749 672552 * Shepton Mallet: 01 749 345258 * Street: 01 458 447384 

The Glastonbury Abbey Shop: 01458 831 631 - Festival Office: 01458 834596 F^MCjVTWjip 

Accompanied children aged S to under 16 are £10. Party bookings buy 1 5 get an extra one free. 

Glastonbury Festivals Ltd is extremely grataful to the Trustees of Glastonbury Abbay t or their co-operation tn staging this event 
and to Mattbow Clark Brands Ltd and Western Daily Press tor their support 
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JULY 

Fri 2-Sat 3 CHIEVELEY ‘On a 

Wing and a Prayer’: craft activities 
& workshops for all the family. 
Free; light refreshments. Fri 
2-5pm; Sat 10am-4pm. 01635 
247534. Part of Downland 
Festival of Faith, 2-11 July. 

Fri 2-Sun 4 MILTON KEYNES 
Bradwell Abbey, H3 Festival of 
Christian Music: bands, youth 
event, worship. 01908 506235, 
07808 957982, <sales@festival. 
co.uk>, <www.h3festival.co.uk>. 
Sat 3 ASCOTT-under-Wych- 
wood Holy Trinity Church Fete, 
Playing Field 1pm. Car boot sale, 
refreshments, stalls, etc. 

Sat 3 DIDCOT St Peter’s Church 
Fete, Newlands Ave 12-4pm. 
stalls, games, etc. 01235 210525. 
Sat 3 TIDMARSH Music Fit for 
a King’: chamber music for 18th 
century royal court, St Laurence 
Church 7.30pm. Refreshments, 
collection in aid of Friends of St 



post 



Laurence. 01189 842370. 

Sat 3-Sun 4 HAWRIDGE St 

Mary’s Church Flower Festival 
llam-5.30pm, light refreshments. 
01494 758332. 

Sun 4 MORTIMER Annual 
Vicarage Garden Party 3-5pm. 
String quartet, cream teas. £2. 
Sun 4 OXFORD St Giles’ 
Church concert 8pm. 01865 31198, 
<secretary@st-giles-church.org>. 
Sat 10 CHARNEY BASSETT 
Church Fete Charney Manor 
2pm. Entertainment, prizes, silver 
band. 01235 868782. 

Sat 10 HEDSOR St Nicholas’ 
Church Midsummer Concert 
7.30pm. £10 inc. wine & outdoor 
refreshments. 01628 530181. 

Sat 10 HIGH WYCOMBE All 
Saints’ Church Fete, town centre. 
Barbecue, refreshments, plants, etc. 
Sat 10 OXFORD Oxford 
Anglican Cursillo Family Ultreya 
10.30 for 11am, followed by bring- 
and-share picnic about 1.45pm. 
Diocesan Church House. <am_garett_ 
oxford@yahoo.co.uk>. 

Sat 10 SANDFORD-on-Thames 

St Andrew’s Church Flower Festival 



July/August 2004 



10am-6pm, and Fete 2pm. Free. 
01865 777900. 

Sat 10 SHOTTESBROOKE 

Church Fete 1.30-4. 30pm 
Shottesbrooke Park, £1. Evening 
picnic, Irish Band music 

6.30-9pm (bring own food & 
drink). Tickets £6/£3 at door. 
0118 934 3704. 

Sat 10-Sun 11 CROWTHORNE 

Flower Festival St John’s Parish 
Church, Waterloo Rd. Sat 10am- 
6pm, Sun 12-6pm. Embroiderers 
Guild exhibition, lacemaking 
demonstrations, music, refresh- 
ments. 01344 777444. 

Sun 1 1 FAWLEY Open Gardens 
& Flower Festival, teas, plants St 
Mary’s Church 2-5pm. 01488 
638784 (part of Downland Festival 
of Faith). 

Mon 12 OLD HEADINGTON, 
OXFORD St Andrew’s Church 
Concert ‘Fun with Early Music’, 
7.30pm. Tickets £6 on door or 
01865 763679. 

Mon 1 2-Sat 17 ETON 

Windsor & Eton Opera, Verdi’s 
Nabucco , Farrer Theatre, Eton 
College 7.30pm. 01753 880006. 



For more What’s On listings, see the website www.oxford.anglican.org. 
Please send your events in to door@oxford.anglican.org or by post to 
Church House. The deadline for the September issue is 1 2 August. 
Compiled by Clare Wenham 



Fri 16-Sat 17 TILEHURST St 

Mary Magdalen Church Flower 
Festival. Fri 7.30pm, Concert, 
Reading Concert Singers. 0118 
942 5290. Sat: Festival & Gift 
Day 10am-4pm, displays, organ 
recitals, refreshments. 0118 942 
7850. 

Sat 17 BANBURY A Miscellany 
of Anthems on a Summer’s Eve- 
ning*, St Mary’s Church 7.15pm. 
Tickets £10 family, £5 single 01295 
253329 or 270371. Choirs/indivu- 
dals welcome to sing; 01295 270371 
for rehearsals. 

Sat 24-Sun 25 ASTON 
ABBOTTS Festival opens 2pm 
Sat: stalls, sideshows, teas, floral 
displays in church. Sun: floral dis- 
plays in church 2-5pm, Songs of 
Praise 6pm. 01296 681343. 

Sun 25 LOWER BASILDON St 
Bartholomew’s Church Open day 
2— 4pm. 

Wed 28 LOWER BASILDON St 

Bartholomew’s Church Open Day 
1 lam-3pm. 

Courses and notices: 
see opposite 



AUGUST 

Sun 9-Sun 5 Sep SLOUGH St 

Laurence’s Church open 3-5.30pm. 
Tours of medieval church. 01753 
532425. 

Sun 16 SLOUGH St Laurence’s 
Church cream teas 4pm, Songs of 
Praise 5pm. 01753 532425. 

Sun 22 LOWER BASILDON St 

Bartholomew’s Church Open Day 

2-4pm. 

Hie 24-Sat 28 PANGBOURNE 

Medieval Mystery Plays, Pang- 
bourne College (open air if dry, 
inside if wet) 7.30pm. Reduction for 
groups. 01993 831542, <www. 
teachdrama.co.uk>. 

Wed 25 LOWER BASILDON St 
Bartholomew’s Church Open Day 
llam-4pm. 

Mon 30 CHOLESBURY Haw 

ridge & Cholesbury Churches’ 
Annual Fete, Cholesbury Common 
1.30pm. 01494 758332. 



ALL SUMMER 

DEDDINGTON SS Peter & Paul 
Church. Tea & home-made cakes 
Sundays July & August 2.30- 
5.30pm. 01869 337052. 
HEDSOR St Nicholas’ Church. 
Teas Sundays July & August 

2. 30- 4. 30pm. 01628 530181, 
<www.stnicholashedsor.org>. 
KIDLINGTON St Mary’s Church 
open Wednesdays & Sundays 

2. 30- 5. 30pm. Teas in Church 
Refectory. 

The LEE (near Great Missenden) 
Cream teas Sundays July & 
August 3-5pm. 

WALLINGFORD St Leonard’s 
Church (by Thames Path) tea & 
home-made cakes Sundays 18 
July-29 Aug. 2-4pm. 01491 
834674. 

WENDOVER St Mary’s Church 
Tea & home-made cakes Sundays 

2.30-5. 30pm. 01296 622088. 



BBC RADIO OXFORD 95.2 RADIO BERKSHIRE 104.1 
Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast Sundays 6-9 am 
Local religious views, church news, favourite hymns 



July/August Prayer Diary compiled by Pam Gordon 



JULY 

7 will sing of your steadfast love , 
O Lord , forever; with my mouth I 
will proclaim your faithfulness to 
all generations.* Psalm 89:1 

Let us pray to God our Father for: 
Thu 1 Wallingford Deanery We 
give thanks for the completion of 
the vacancy at St Peter Didcot. 
Please pray for Edward Carter and 
jhis family at the beginning of his 
new ministry as Priest-in-charge of 
St Peter’s, for the work of the 
churchwardens and all who have 
supported them over the past 
months. Please pray for the dean- 
ery day later this year. Area dean - 
Edwin Clements; synod lay chair- 
man - Graham Coy; clergy - 
Lydia Cook, Clive Windebank; 
ecumenical representative - R. 
Walker. 

Fri 2 Blewbury, Hagbourne and 
Upton: clergy - Edwin Clements, 
Russell Dewhurst; licensed lay 
ministers - David Dendy, Jenny 
Loder; pastoral assistant - Beryl 
Hill. 

Sat 3 Thomas the Apostle. 
Didcot All Saints (Group 
Ministry with Didcot St Peter): 
clergy - Andrew Coleby, Allen 
Edwards; licensed lay ministers - 
Nick Hards, Stuart Roberts. 
Didcot St Peter: clergy - Edward 
Carter; Sister Patricia. Ladygrove: 
clergy - Josie Midwinter. 
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 4 For those ordained this 
weekend, their families and the 
parishes where they will serve. 
Mon 5 South Moreton with 
North Moreton, Aston Tirrold 
and Aston Upthorpe: clergy - 
Christopher Walker. 

Hie 6 Crowmarsh Gifford St 
Mary Magdalene and Newnham 
Murren, Brightwell St Agatha: 
clergy - Janet Russell. 

Wed 7 Wallingford Team 
Ministry: clergy - David Rice, 
Janet Russell, Jim Spence; 
licensed lay minister - Jim Gray. 
Thu 8 Harwell with Chilton: 
clergy - Chris Stott, Jean Barton; 
licensed lay ministers - Robert 
Thomas, Steve Ward. 



Fri 9 Cholsey St Mary: clergy - 
Andrew Petit, Valerie Gibbons. 
Sat 1 0 Streatley with Moulsford: 
clergy - Elias Polomski, John 
Mackney. 

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 11 Organists, choirs and 
music groups, the trusts and 
schools that support church 
music and the teachers who tutor 
singing and playing instruments. 
The Oxford Diocesan Guild of 
Church Bellringers and their 
branches in our deaneries, tower 
captains and teams. 

Mon 1 2 Newport Deanery. The 
deanery is beginning to consider 
the employment of a youth work- 
er (or workers). There are several 
changes of incumbent pending, 
which will make a big difference 
to the chapter, and the area dean 
is standing down in September. 
As parishes start to tackle 
‘Sharing Life’ seriously pray for 
new vision and commitment. 
Area dean - Maurice Stanton- 
Stringer and successor; synod lay 
chairman - Rod Cannon; ecu- 
menical representative - A. Slee. 
Hie 1 3 Gate: clergy - Alexander 
Murdoch; licensed lay minister - 
Geoff Morris. 

Wed 14 Hanslope with 
Castlethorpe: clergy - Gary 
Ecclestone; licensed lay minister 
- Eric Dod worth. 

Thu 15 Lamp: clergy - Ian 
Pusey, Harold Lowndes; licensed 
lay ministers - Ann Foakes, 
Priscilla Parry, Andrew Geary. 

Fri 16 Newport Pagnell with 
Lathbury and Moulsoe: clergy - 
John Lewis, Lisa Cornwell, Glynis 
Bell; licensed lay ministers - 
Mervyn Evans, C. Taylor. 

Sat 17 Olney: clergy - Val 
Reveley; churchwardens during 
vacancy; licensed lay ministers - 
Rena Partridge, Ruth Ayling. 

THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 1 8 All who offer an oppor- 
tunity for spiritual refreshment 
and reflection: spiritual directors, 
retreat and quiet day leaders, and 
the places provided as sanctuaries 



of stillness. 

Mon 19 Lavendon with Cold 
Brayfield, Clifton Reynes and 
Newton Blossomville: clergy - 
Christa Cerratti. 

Hie 20 Sherington with 
Chicheley, North Crawley, 
Astwood and Hardmead: clergy 

- Maurice Stanton-Saringer; 
licensed lay ministers - John 
Fielding, Pauline Stanton- 
Saringer, Pam Fielding. 

Wed 21 Wantage Deanery. Area 
dean - John Salter; synod lay 
chairman - Nigel Baring; Deaf 
chaplain - Roger Williams; 
licensed lay ministers - Sue 
Sowden, Sister Elizabeth Anne. 
Thu 22 Grove St John the 
Baptist: clergy - John Robertson, 
Margot Hodson; part-time youth 
worker - Rob Foster. 

Fri 23 Hanney, Denchworth 
and East Challow: clergy - 
Anthony Hogg. 

Sat 24 Ridgeway: clergy - Alan 
Wadge, Adrian Hop wood. 

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 25 James, Apostle. Non- 
stipendiary ministers and their 
means of financial support, the 
Bishop’s officers and area con- 
venors. 

Mm 26 Wantage SS Peter and 
Paul: clergy - John Salter, 
Nicholas Cheeseman; parish sis- 
ters - Barbara Noreen, Susie 
Martin. 

Hie 27 Wantage Downs: clergy 

- Rita Ball, Jean Page. 

Wed 28 Accredited and lay min- 
istry, their advisers and associa- 
tions. 

Thu 29 Bishop’s officers and 
advisers, diocesan advisers and 
their teams. 

Fri 30 Non-parochial clergy. 

Sat 31 Those who provide pas- 
toral care and practical support 
for the clergy and lay workers 
both during service and in retire- 
ment. 

AUGUST 

Now to him who by the power at 
work within us is able to accom- 
plish abundantly far more than 



all we can ask or imagine, to him 
be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus to all generations , 
forever and ever. Amen ’ 
Ephesians 3:20-21 

Let us pray to God our Father for: 

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 1 Those who work that oth- 
ers may take holidays; volunteers 
and temporary staff who provide 
cover and care during their 
absence. Employees in the travel 
and tourism industries. 

Mon 2 Wendover Deanery. 
Area dean - Mark Dearnley; 
synod lay chairman - D Perrett; 
clergy - Kevan Royle. 

Hie 3 Aston Clinton with 
Buckland and Drayton 
Beauchamp: clergy - Alan Bennett. 
Wed 4 Ellesborough, The 
Kimbles and Stoke Mandeville: 
clergy - Tony Willis. 

Thu 5 Great Missenden and Little 
Hampden and Ballinger: clergy - 
Rosie Harper; licensed lay minister 
- Patricia Neale. 

Fri 6 Transfiguration of Our 
Lord. Hawridge with Cholesbury 
and St Leonards: clergy - David 
Burgess, Ivor Cornish. The Lee St 
John the Baptist: clergy - David 
Burgess, Ivor Cornish, Gill Rowell; 
licensed lay minister - Avril Clark. 
Sat 7 Little Missenden: church- 
wardens during the vacancy; 
licensed lay minister - G Beynon. 
NINTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 8 Children of the diocese 
and the officers responsible for 
advising, training and education 
in schools and through parish 
programmes, the camps and 
activity events provided by 
churches during the school holi- 
days. 

Mon 9 Prestwood and Great 
Hampden: clergy - Mark 

Mowforth, Paul Smith, Kay 
Watters; licensed lay minister - 
Audrey Hewison. 

Hie 10 Wendover St Mary and 
Halton St Michael and All 
Angels: clergy - Mark Dearnley, 
Bernard Roberts; licensed lay 
minister - Ruth Dearnley. 



Wed 11 Weston Turville St 
Mary the Virgin: clergy - David 
Wales, Susan Fellows. 

Thu 1 2 Milton Keynes Deanery. 
The mission partnership of the 
Milton Keynes Churches 
Council: ecumenical moderator - 
Mary Cotes; director of training 

- Peter Ballantine. Area dean - 
Richard Cattle; synod lay chair- 
man - Paul Bright; sector team 
clergy - Stephen Norrish, 
Graham Ghaleb, Graham 
Skipsey, Ruth Walker-Singh, 
Stephen Heap. 

Fri 13 Bletchley St Mary: clergy 

- Mike Archer, Catherine Butt, 
Mark Adams, Janet Lawrence; 
children’s worker - Mark 
Griffiths; licensed lay minister - 
Robin Rowles. 

Sat 14 Waddon Way Church 
Local Ecumenical Partnership: 
clergy - Alan Bird; lay pastors - 
Peter Cutler, Sue Gibbs, Ken 
Pitkethly. 

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 15 The Blessed Virgin 
Mary. Those whose work or 
recreation is linked with the 
many water features in the dio- 
cese, for their safety in, and care 
of, the environment. 

Mon 16 Fenny Stratford St 
Martin: clergy - Victor Bullock, 
Ian Thomas. 

Hie 1 7 Milton Keynes Christ the 
Cornerstone Local Ecumenical 
Partnership: clergy - Richard 
Cattley, David Tatem, Kevin 
McGinnell, Beverley Hollins; RC 
sister - Mary Slaven. 

Wed 18 Stantonbury and 
Willen Team Local Ecumenical 
Partnership: clergy - Peter 

Ballantine, Judy Rose, Andy 
Jowitt, Shaun Saunders, Paul 
Smith, John Bernard; licensed lay 
ministers - Arthur Chadwick, 
Ann Franklin, Cis Jones, Barry 
Fleming; local preacher - Ruth 
Walker-Singh; lay preacher - 
Margaret Prisk. 

Thu 1 9 Stony Stratford SS Mary 
and St Giles, Calverton: clergy - 
Ross Northing, Giles Pinnock; 
Church Army - Janet Northing. 
Fri 20 Walton Team Ministry 



Local Ecumenical Partnership: 
clergy - David Lunn, Stuart 
Dennis, Susan Jackson, 
Christopher Bell; licensed lay min- 
ister - Phyllis Bunnett; parish 
evangelist - Sister Irene. 

Sat 21 Woughton Team 
Ministry Local Ecumenical 
Partnership: clergy - Kevin 

McGarahan, Duncan Barnes, 
David Rudiger, Janet Conway, 
Ian Parker; licensed lay ministers 
- Mike Davidge, Barry Hovyson, 
Freda Jackman, Tony Stanyer, 
Alison Wale. 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY 
Sun 22 Those with examination 
results this summer; that they will 
have wise guidance and support 
with their choices. 

Mon 23 Watling Valley Team 
Ministry Local Ecumenical 
Partnership: clergy - Richard 
Davis, Pauline Barnes, Tim 
Norwood, and Neil Eldridge. 
Tue24 Bartholomew the 
Apostle. Wolverton: clergy - 
Jeremy Trigg; licensed lay minis- 
ter - Marian Ballance. 

Wed 25 Diocesan ecumenical 
officers and the many ways the 
fullness of unity in Christ’s 
church can be sought and pro- 
moted. 

Thu 26 The people and initiatives 
that will further the vision of shar- 
ing life in the diocese. 

Fri 27 Those activities and net- 
works that link church with statu- 
tory and voluntary agencies. 

Sat 28 Effective communica- 
tions within the diocese, between 
parishes and in each church and 
those who resource the links 
through all media, especially The 
Door and web sites. 

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 29 All who maintain the 
church buildings, churchyards 
and cemeteries. 

Mon 30 All who prepare 
churches for worship - vergers, 
sacristans, flower arrangers. 

Hie 31 The members of prayer 
groups and users of The Door 
Prayer Diary. 
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Courses 

Christ Church Cathedral 
Summer Lectures 

7 July Columba & Augustine 
14 July John Keble 
21 July Is Christendom worth 
defending? 

28 July Hildegard of Bingen 
4 August J.H. Newman 
11 August Dalit Theology 
5pm Priory Room; free-all wel- 
come. Christ Church Cathedral 
Office , tel 01865 276155 , email 
<sally-ann.ford@chch.ox.ac.uk> 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am 
Matins; 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist; 6pm Evensong 
Weekdays: 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong {Thursdays: 
5.35pm, 6pm Sung 
Eucharist). Wednesdays 
only: 1.05pm Holy 
Communion. 



Notices 

Office Manager & Projects 
Administrator wanted from 
Sept, by Bridgebuilder Trust, 
Milton Keynes: 30 hours a week, 
40 weeks a year. MK Bridegbuilder 
Trust , Acorn House , 369 Mid- 
summer Boulevard, Milton Keynes 
MK9 3 HP, tel. 01908 690555, 
email <office@mkbt.org. uk>. 

Embroidering kneelers for 
your church? Several lap-held 
embroidery frames available free. 
Tony Pretlove (All Saints *, 
Reading), tel. 0118 959 0273, 
<pretlove@waitrose.com>. 

Competition winners 

The winners of last month’s 
prize draw are Sally Averill of 
Flackwell Heath, Bucks; 
George Pulford of Kidlington, 
Oxon and Rachel Nutt of 
Bloxham, Oxon. Each will 
receive a copy of Daring to be 
Different: Being a Faith 

Family in a Secular World by 
Sarah Johnson. 



Learning to lead creatively 



Creative Church Leadership 
(ed John Adair and John 
Nelson) 

THIS book is for dipping into 
as it has short articles by 
eighteen different authors. 
The editors have gathered 
some of the most significant 
people who have influenced 
our thinking about leadership 
in the Church over the last 
thirty years - John Adair, 
Charles Handy, Robin Gill, 
Wesley Carr, Norman Todd, 
Gillian Stamp among them. 
There are articles by Bishops 
David Jenkins, Peter Price and 
Michael Turnbull. 

So if you are new to think- 
ing and reading about leader- 
ship in the Church, this is an 
excellent book as it gives you 
a taste and a feel for a great 
variety of ideas. For more seri- 
ous students of leadership, 
there is not much that is new. 

There is a useful database of 
resources for Church leader- 
ship and a review of leader- 
ship literature. However, there 
are some serious gaps. For 
example, in the database of 
resources around about lead- 



ing in small groups there are 
several key texts that are miss- 
ing, and under general leader- 
ship qualities, while there is 
one reference to the servant 
leader, there is nothing from 
the work of Robert Greenleaf 
and the Servant Leadership 
Foundation. 

This contributes to an over- 
all feeling of unease that I 
have. While there are some 
excellent articles that are well 
worth reading and thinking 
about, there is a kind of ‘out- 
of-touchness’. There is noth- 
ing here from the Leadership 
Institute formed by Rob 
Mackintosh - making such an 
important contribution into 
leadership training in the life 
of the Church, and there 
seems to be no awareness of 
much of the work that the 
Dioceses are doing about 
building leadership and doing 
leadership training. 

So there it is - excellent in 
parts. 

Keith Lamdin 
Director of Stewardship, 
Training, Evangelism and 
Ministry 



A personal tale of 
coping with cancer 



While he was on business in 
Kyrgyzstan, Robin Reid’s ‘slight 
cough’ was diagnosed as cancer. 
He gives a very detailed account 
of his clinical consultations, 
radiotherapy treatment (which 
went wrong) and surgery, 
including an eventual laryngec- 
tomy, and then of his gradual 
recovery (including regaining 
his speech with the aid of an 
implanted valve) and return to 
work. The author, who lives in 
Wokingham, ends with some 



helpful reflections on Christian 
faith, which has sustained him 
throughout his illness. 

Clare Wenham 




Word for Life Trust 

The House of Bread, Ross Road, Christchurch, 
(Forest of Dean), Nr. Coleford, Glos 

26 June, Teaching with Ministry Day, 
10am - 430pm ' Overcoming Addictions' 

2 July, Quiet Day 10am - 4pm 

Workers in the Vineyard' 

3 July, Teaching with Ministry Day, 
10am - 430pm 'Overcoming Stress' 

10 July, Teaching with Ministry Day for Men, 
10am - 430pm Cod's Strength' 

16 July, Quiet Day 10am - 4pm 
The Power of Blessing' 

24 July, Teaching with Ministry Day, 
10am - 430pm Overcoming Loss' 

31 July, Teaching with Ministry Day, 
10am - 430pm Praying for Autism' 

** Hob closed throughout August ** 

3 Sept, Quiet Day 10am - 4pm 

To Sit at your Feet' 

Prayer Ministry Days - Every Monday from 2.30pm 
(exd. ex B/Hols), 8 every Wednesday from 10.30am, 
with teaching worship and personal prayer. 

For further details please telephone the 
Word for Life Trust office on: 

01594 837744 or Email: courses@wfIt.org 



Efrons© 



.net 



GFS Platform - Winchester House 
Shanklin, Isle of Wight 

Overlooking the Sea 

Accommodation for Group Holidays and Conference Facilities 
The Main House offers catered accommodation 
for groups of 30 - 100 and adaptable communal rooms for conferences 

Our self catering accommodation consists of our recently refurbished 
Lodge and two self contained flats, all with modem facilities 
The Lodge sleeps up to 24 people 
One of the flats has disabled facilities 

Sandown Road, Shanklin, Isle of Wight P037 6HU 
Tel: 01983 862441 Fax: 01983 863513 
Email: winchesterhouse@lineone.net 




An evening with Adrian Plass 



8 Mav 



Seminar on contemporary issues 
for the Church - John Bell 



24-26 September 



A retreat introducing the 
tradition and practice of 
Christian meditation. 
Lawrence Freeman OSB 



Christian Retreat, 
Conferences and 
Holiday Centre 



• Ecumenical Programme of 
Retreats and Workshops 

• Perfect venue for Restoration 
and Re-discovery 

• Comfortable rooms with 
ensuite facilities, catering 
for groups, families and 
individuals 

• Idyllic location offering 
panoramic views of 
neighbouring islands 



LES 



COTIIS 



For more details please contact: Meg White 
Les Colds, St Peter Port, Guernsey, 
Channel Islands GUI 1UU. 
Tel 01481 727793 Fax: 01481 701062 
e-mail: info@lescotils.com 



Prize crossword 



ACROSS 

1. Shouts of joy 
6. Jewish festival 

9. Fortnights vacation. 

10. Argue 

12. List of turns 

13. Fish 

15. Basis for carpet 

17. Pixie 

18. Someone who amends again 

20. Guess 

21. Fantasies 

24. Water wear 

25. In law 

26. Puts at risk 

DOWN 

1. Holy Table 

2. Silly safari activity 

3. Falsehood 

4. Dark 

5. Academic period 

6. Holds things up and obstructs 
vision 

7. A quality of God 

8. Ship of the Pilgrim Fathers 

11. Blades for a boat 

14. Contrition 

15. All-purpose 

16. Organ builder 

19. Muslim leader 

22. Casts off 

23. Sharp 




The first three correct answers opened after 17 August will win 
copies of A Pocket Guide to the Bible by Kevin O'Donnell, published 
by Lion. Send completed puzzles to The Door, Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford 0X2 0NB 



The Hawthorns 

BALLONS HCT DUNKIRK 

In advance of D-Day! 



On May 30, 2004 the residents of The 
Hawthorns retirement facility in Clevedon 
released 155 helium filled balloons as a fund 
raiser for the Royal National Institute for the 
Deaf (RNID). Each balloon carried a tag 
with The Hawthorn's contact details and 
bearing a number that identified the resident 
who had bought/released it. 

The weather was gorgeous; a beautiful, clear 
sunny day with just enough wind to send the 
balloons on their way over the top of our 
building on onwards to their unknown 
destinations. 

The first sighting was the next day from Bath. 
Amid the excitement that one of our balloons 
had been found, a few hours later came the 
next call reporting that our balloon had 
landed in the middle of a D-Day celebration in 
Dunkirk, France! Several days later a report 
came in from Gits, Belgium! Reports have 
continued to come in, with our balloons being 
found in five different locations in France, as 
well as East Sussex here in the UK. To date 
the farthest away has been a place called 
Correze, Ussel in France, over 500 nautical 
miles! Which is almost at the border of 
France and Spain! 

The resident with the balloon that traveled the 
farthest will be announced during The 
Hawthorn's Ascot Weekend celebrations, 
another annual event that features a flower 
arranging 
contest, the 
Ascot Races and 
finishes with a 
garden bar-be- 



que. 

The lineup for the horses this year includes: 
Silly Trotter who was born and bred at The 
Hawthorns. He has been secretly living in the 
buggy shed ever since it was built, and before 
that lived in the staff room, much to the 
annoyance of the chefs. Garden Gallop was 
bom in Exmouth and has raced in high profile 
races worldwide. In fact, he has now 
mastered sixty-five languages, and loves both 
pizza and curries. Daisy Prancer is a film 
star, and plays not only horses in films, but 
donkeys too, and with some make up, Daisy 
once played a zebra. Crazy Canter was one of 
the Queen's official horses.. .unfortunately, 
Crazy kept nibbling on her hat, and so he was 
sold onto u. Finally, Dizzy Dancer lives up to 
his name. He is a young horse and is a 
master of the dance. He can waltz, tango, and 
buggy.. .he used to .sing too, but his voice 
became a little horse. 

As you can see the residents and staff at The 
Hawthorns believe in having a bit of fun. If 
you would like more information about the 
lifestyle at The Hawthorns please contact us. 
We would be delighted to send you one of our 
information packets. Oh, and be sure to ask 
who won the races at The Hawthorn's Ascot 
Races! 

Elton Road, Clevedon, 
No. Somerset 
BS21 7EH. 

Telephone: 

01275 790060. 



The Hawthorns, 18-19 



18-19 Elton Road, Clevedon, 
North Somerset, BS21 7EH 
Tht iiamh „r,,< Tel: (01275) 790060 

http://www.thehawthorns-clevedon.co.uk 













Well, we’ve moved. 

We’ve left Wood- 
stock firmly behind 
and have arrived in 
the beautiful town 
of Wendover, 

Bucks. Considering 
how high up the list of stressful 
personal events a move is sup- 
posed to be, it was all relatively 
easy and straightforward. But, 
with the move behind me, the 
packing boxes emptied (yes, 
already!) I am faced with the 
% reality of my ordination, which 
grows ever closer. 

During the last few weeks at 

V I find myself doubting 
who I am, wondering 
perhaps if I should 
become more sombre, 
more serious 7 

Wycliffe, we’ve been thinking 
about some of the immediate 
concerns related to taking up a 
post as an ordained person. 
We’ve considered financial 
issues such as tax and pension, 
visionary aspects of leadership, 
and being involved in effective 
teamwork to name but a few. 
However^ the question I am 
most challenged by is one I 
found myself faced with the 
other day; ‘who am I going to 
be once I am ordained?’ This 
might sound a strange question, 
who after all, can I be? But I 
find myself doubting who I am, 



wondering perhaps 
if I should become 
more sombre, more 
serious. Perhaps I 
should change the 
way I dress? 
Perhaps I should 
take on board the comments 
that will no doubt be made and 
model myself around what peo- 
ple want me to be? Perhaps I 
should try to fit the mould? 
This, would be no easy task for, 
as a friend said to me recently, 
‘if there was a cardboard cut- 
out of a typical clergy person, it 
would not be modelled around 
you!’ And I know he is right, I 
am not ‘classic’ curate material. 

And so, do I dare to be me? 
Am I brave enough to defy 
expectations of what I should 
be like, what I should look like, 
what I should be interested in? 
The answer I have come to is 
that I have to minister as 
myself, not try to conform or 
mould myself to someone I am 
not. It is an issue of integrity, 
and it is an issue of calling. I 
have no doubt that the people 
in Wendover would immediate- 
ly see through me if I tried to 
wear a mask, or perpetually 
pretended to be someone else. 
But perhaps more importantly, 
God has called me to minister 
to his people. I don’t need to 
try to be any one other than the 
person God has made me, and 
there is no one better at being 
me than me! 




by Em Coley 



A YEAR IN THE 
PARISH 



Wanted: a news junkie! 

Are you an avid reader of your local newspaper? Could you spot 
stories that may be of interest to the Diocese and the Church? The 
Communications team at Church House is looking for people to 
provide a 'news clippings' service and send in articles from the local 
press on a regular basis. In return, we will contribute towards your 
newspaper bill! If you are interested, call Penny Stephens on 
01865 208225 or email penny.stephens@oxford.anglican.org 




University of London 
Degrees and Diplomas 
in Theology 



Heythrop College, University of London, founded by the Society of Jesus in 1614 
has one of the largest theological faculties in the UK. The College offers a range 
of programmes for full and part-time study in London. It is also responsible for the 
academic quality and development of the BD and Diploma in Theology, for 
independent study. Students are able to study in their own time and at their 
own pace without the need to come to London. 




Study independently, 
at a distance 
through the 
University of London 

• Bachelor of Divinity (BD) 

• Diploma in Theology 




Study at Heythrop 
College, London 

• BA in Philosophy, Religion 
and Ethics 

• BA in Philosophy 
and Theology 

• BA in Theology 

• Bachelor of Divinity (BD) 



For further information about these and other 
distance learning courses please contact: 

The Information Centre (04/CRO/07), Senate 
House, Malet Street, London WC1E 7HU 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7862 8360/1/2 
Fax: 44 (0)20 7862 8358 
Email: enquiries@lon.ac.uk 

www.fondonextemaLac.uk 



For further information about these and other 
programmes, please contact: Admissions 
Enquiries, Heythrop College, University of 
London, Kensington Square, London W8 5HQ 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7795 6600 
Fax: 44 (0)20 7795 4200 
Email: enquiries@heythrop.ac.uk 

www.heythrop.ac.uk 



Our holy places: an historic oak 



DEEP in the woodland of Bucklebury Common in West 
Berkshire there is a tree. A massive, gnarled oak whose age 
can only be guessed at. Its girth, a fantastic 25 feet and nine 
inches, would suggest that some 300 years have passed since 
an acorn fell to the ground in that spot and germinated. 
Given the vast number of trees on the common, even one of 
this magnitude could easily be passed unnoticed by the casu- 
al walker. If that walker were to look up high into the 
branches though, he would notice these words, engraved on 
a plaque: ‘Beneath this tree, on the coronation day of 
Edward VII 1902, Divine Service was conducted by the 
Rev Cecil Hope Gill MA, Vicar of Bucklebury and attend- 
ed by about one thousand two hundred persons. God Save 
the King!’ 

Considering the vegetation which has grown up around 
the tree today, it is hard to imagine that there was sufficient 
space to accommodate the assembled crowds. But if you 
look up at the canopy provided by the branches, and realise 
that even a hundred years ago the tree would have been of 
significant size, you get a feel for the majesty of the setting 
they enjoyed. 

Considering that the parish only contained 170 voting 
men in 1900, we can guess that the entire village, and some 
outside, took part. Imagine them converging from the 
many footpaths which criss-cross Bucklebury Common and 
arriving at the tree, to sit in the open air, as did Jesus’ fol- 
lowers, to hear the word preached. What hymns did they 
sing on that day? Sadly all record has been lost, but on a 
warm summer day you can easily imagine 1,200 voices 
raised in praise of our loving creator God. 

It was to be 50 years before S K Hine penned the inspira- 
tional words about how God’s greatness can be experienced 
through nature. 

When through the wood, and forest glades I wander 

And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees 

When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 




And see the brook, flow softly in the breeze .. 

For me, these words sum up the feel of this beautiful part 
of our diocese. It is a place which truly fills one with awe 
and worship of our living God. 

Lyn Bliss 
Upper Bucklebury 

Do you have a treasured holy place in the Diocese? Write in 
and tell us at The Door, Church House, North Hinksey Lane, 
Oxford 0N2 ONB 



Jesus saw James 
son of Zebedee 
and his brother 
John, who were in 
the boat mending 
their nets. = 

Immediately he called them 
and they left their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the 
hired men, and followed him. 
Mark 1:19,20 

At a superficial reading, this is a 
strange and slightly unconvincing 
story. Jesus, fresh from his bap- 
tism and fired with his new call- 
ing, bursts into Galilee. Coming 
upon four fishermen working on 
the shore the lake, he says to 
them, ‘Follow me’. Without fur- 
ther ado or even a second 
thought, they abandon what 
they’re doing (and in the case of 
two of them leave their poor old 
father in the boat with the hired 
crew), and set off with Jesus, they 
know not where. All our under- 
standing of human behaviour tells 
us that this is not how people nor- 
mally respond to an invitation: no 
questions, no explanation, no 
promises behind the rather baf- 
fling statement that if they threw 
in their lot with Jesus he would 
take them out of the fishing busi- 
ness and into the people one. 

As I say, that’s on a superficial 
reading. In fact, because we have 
four Gospels rather than just 
three, we know that this pair of 




by David Winter 



THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 



brothers had been 
disciples of John the 
Baptist, had been 
pointed by him to 
Jesus as the ‘Lamb 
■ of God who takes 

away the sin of the world’, had 
sought him out and spent some 
time with him in the Jordan area 
(John 1:35-51). This was not 
quite the instant ‘conversion’ 
described by Matthew and Mark, 
though undoubtedly it was an 
instant response to a call to join 
the embryonic band of disciples. 

For many people on the jour- 
ney of faith this mirrors their 
own experience. First we know 
about Jesus, perhaps as children 
or later as adults. Then we begin 
to ask questions and ‘seek’ for 
him. Finally there comes a time 
when we hear his voice, as it 
were, calling us to accompany 
him on the life of love, service 
and commitment. 

For James (whose feast day 
falls later this month) and the 
other three it was to turn their 
whole lives upside down. 
Nothing would ever be quite the 
same again. But then all those 
who set out to follow Jesus 
wherever he leads them are usu- 
ally in for a few surprises. 

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan 
Director of Evangelism^ broadcaster and 
author of many books including Hope in 

the Wilderness (BRF). 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD 0X4 1HU 

TEL Ft FAX: (01865) 722022 

Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching 
Gowns • Preaching Scarves • Stoles 
• Hoods • Girdles and Cinctures 
• Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 



Stained Glass Studio 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 
Ecclesiastical and Residential 



3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 Fax: 0118 957 5865 

By appointment only 
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